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President Yoweri Museveni and First Lady and minister of
Education and Sports, Janet Museveni, pose with Central
Executive Committee (CEC) members Saturday 25/01/2020.
PHOTO BY PPU/ENOCK KAKANDE
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Editorial

A

long his ‘Afrika Kwetu’ 195km
memory trek, President Yoweri
Museveni once again pledged to rout
corruption.

Traversing the NRM cradle, Afrika Kwetu
revealed that the delivery of universal
education, health and agricultural inputs to
the modest are wanting. The adoption of
productive commercially oriented agriculture, it
itself a historic call too, is yet to be internalised.
Point No. Five of the NRM ten-point
programme ideals states, inter alia, “Diversify
DJULFXOWXUHIURPWKHQDUURZFRQÀQHVRI 
producing requirements for external markets
to producing the needs for our industrialisation
process and, especially, food for export to the
Arab world, North African and Sub-Sahara
Africa, besides eliminating the food import
bill.”
Point No. Six is explicit, “In health, we need
to ensure a large supply of medical assistants,
health assistants and the availability of
medicine. The most important pre-requisite,
besides staff and drugs, are the elimination
of corruption among medical staff and

Patriotism
sensitisation of the people to the consequences
of the diseases they suffer from, although they
are easily curable or preventable.
“Many of these are actually within our present
means if the country could manage to get the
right type of leadership.”
Point No. Eight states, inter alia, “Our
immediate concern is the tens of thousands
of people, possibly hundreds of thousands
displaced by ill-thought-out development
projects or sheer illegal land grabbing
E\EXVLQHVVPHQRUVWDWHRIÀFLDOVXVLQJ
corruption.”
Some criminals have assumed it is their
‘patriotic duty’ to perpetuate the illegalities,
aware of their treacherousness regarding the
NRM longstanding ideals. With the essence
of the trek in mind, those outlaws, like those
diverting national resources for personal gain,
must be reined in.
Primitive accumulation is not patriotic unlike
engagement in legitimate nation-building.
Patriots are content and encouraged that the
government ‘in waiting’ they nurtured is in
power as was their innermost desire.

Paul Mugabi - Editor
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T

he Galamba-Birembo
trek is interesting,
especially the
elements of endurance,
maneuver, concealment,
even when there was a
leakage; and successful
deception to counter the
leakage of information
and a lower tempo of
momentum then, previously
estimated; and achieving
surprise in spite of the
leakage.
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Galamba - Birembo trek
Glorious NRA’s
heroism, sacrifice
and skill

U

By Lt. Gen. Yoweri Museveni

ganda’s second resistance war whose
major battles ended with the capture of
Kampala on January 26, 1986 started
RQ)HEUXDU\7KLVÀYH\HDUZDU
had four campaigns, several operations and many
battles.
)URP EHJLQQLQJ WR HQG ZDU LV FRQÁLFW LQ WKLV FDVH
from Kabamba on February 6, 1981 to Kampala
on January 26, 1986. NRA’s war comprised of four
campaigns.
From the outset on
February
6,
1981,
there was a gun-raising
NYERERE GAVE
campaign to September
1985. Besides the 4,000
ULÁHV WKH 15$ KDG
captured from Uganda
National Liberation Army
rifles to NRA to
(UNLA), we received
assist it in the
 ULÁHV ZLWK 
struggle
rounds of ammunition
from the president of
Tanzania, Mwalimu Julius
1\HUHUH DQG WKH  ULÁHV ZLWK  URXQGV RI 
DPPXQLWLRQIURP/LE\DQOHDGHU0XDPPDU*DGGDÀ

5,000

The second campaign was from March, 1985, to open the
second front in the Rwenzori Mountains until the battle of
Rubona in June, 1985.
The third was the expansion that started in September,
ZLWKDPDVVLYHUHFUXLWPHQWRI ÀJKWHUVIURP:HVWHUQ
8JDQGD WR ERRVW WKH 15$ IURP  ÀJKWHUV WR 
(fresh recruits and UNLA captured soldiers integrated into
the resistance war).
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The three campaigns were a strategic
defensive phase. While the resistance was
RQ WKH GHIHQVLYH ÀJKWLQJ RIIHQVLYH EDWWOHV
and operations within the strategic defense
continued.
The fourth campaign coincided with the
opening of a strategic counter-offensive on
-DQXDU\   15$ DGYDQFHG RQ ÀYH
axes (routes), and swept towards Kampala
in the centre and Masindi and Karuma in
the west.
The axes were:
¾Kampala-Masaka Road (1st%DWWDOLRQɆ

8
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Pecos and Mugisha Fred, 5th%DWWDOLRQɆ
Kashaka and Kashillingi).
¾Kinoni-Mpigi Road and Mityana Road
D[LV Ɇ th %DWWDOLRQ Ɇ .\DOLJRQ]D DQG
Stanley Muhangyi.
¾+RLPD 5RDG D[LV Ɇ th %DWWDOLRQ Ɇ
&KHIH$OL%RPERURDGEORFNLQJɆth
%DWWDOLRQɆ,YDQ.RUHWD
¾7KH:HVWHUQ$[LVɆ+RLPD0DVLQGLɆ
7LQ\HIXX]DɆ3HWHU.HULPZLWKWKHth
Battalion.
¾7KHrd Battalion, under Lumumba, was

in reserve with me and Saleh
¾21st Battalion was in reserve at Kasese
and the 9th Battalion was in Reserve at
Kabale-Kigyezi.
¾The 9th Battalion was under Julius
Kihaanda
¾The 21st Battalion was under Benon
Tumukunde in Kasese, watching
Mobutu (Congo) suspected moves.
¾The 15th Battalion, under Samson
Mande, was created.
I refer to these forces as battalions, which

,EPEQFE'MVIQFSXVIO

in reality were regiments, equivalent to two
RI WKHSUHVHQWGD\EDWWDOLRQVRI SHUVRQV
each. The 19th Battalion under Peter Kerim
FRPSULVHG  ÀJKWHUV ZKLOH WKH RWKHUV
on the average, comprised 1,500 individuals.
The Birembo, Kibale trek is only a portion
RI  RQH RI  WKH RSHUDWLRQV Ɇ WKH .DEDPED
Operation, within the gun-raising campaign.
,QYROYLQJDUPHGDQGXQDUPHGÀJKWHUV
this operation which I personally oversaw,
started on December 22, 1985, from
Sebuguzi. Caleb Akandwanaho aka Salim
Saleh was the Operational Commander.

On New Year’s Day, 1985, news came through from Mubende
that a powerful enemy force had overrun Kabamba barracks
and had repulsed repeated UNLA counter-attacks.
It was Mobile Brigade comprising of: 1strd
and 5th battalions, with a lot of commandos
XQDUPHGÀJKWHUV 
.DEDPED,,,ZDVGHVLJQHGWRZUHVWWKHULÁHV
Fronasa had handed to the UNLA when
the two merged after defeating Idi Amin in
1979. We had twice failed to capture those
JXQV RQ )HEUXDU\   DQG DJDLQ LQ
$SULO0D\
On February 20, 1984, we captured 760
ULÁHVDQGDORWRI RWKHUZHDSRQVDW0DVLQGL
boosting the NRA gun level from 600 to
DERXW  JXQV  2Q -XQH  1984, we
DWWDFNHG+RLPDDQGJRWRUVRULÁHV:H
then aimed for the guns at Kabamba.
Mugume-Chagga, assisted by Tindibakyira,
a UNLA insider, had carried out some smart
reconnaissance of Kabamba. However,
I postponed the operation to a later date
because one of the NRA cadres, Sam
Katabarwa with Eriya Kategaya and Ivan

Koreta came from Nairobi and reported that
he (Katabarwa) had established dialogue on
SHDFHZLWK.DJDWD1DPLWL D81/$RIÀFHU 
his
military
c o l l e g e - m a t e,
along with the
Vice-President
NRA captured
Paulo Muwanga.

760

He
wanted
to pursue the
rifles from Masindi
peace talks in
to boost their gun
Kampala,
in
level to 1,400
D ÀUP EHOLHI 
that no harm
would
befall
him. I allowed
Katabarwa to go to Kampala while a
1,500-strong force moved to Galamba,
near Kampala. Katabarwa would have been
able to consult us as Galamba was only 17
miles away, where we took position at the
beginning of December, 1984.

On February 20, 1984,
ZHFDSWXUHGUL¾HV
and a lot of other
weapons at Masindi,
boosting the NRA
gun level from 600
to about 1,400 guns.
On June 30, 1984, we
attacked Hoima and
JRWRUVRUL¾HV:H
then aimed for the
guns at Kabamba.
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,EPEQFE'MVIQFSXVIO

For days, neither Katabarwa nor Kyaligonza,
the guide to those going or coming from
Kampala, made contact. Instead, on
December 10, 1984, the UNLA attacked
us but we repulsed them and shifted to the
vicinity of Migadde Primary School in the
same area. It was while here, that Kyaligonza
one morning turned up and to tell of
Katabarwa’s killing.
The force pulled out and marched through
the Masulita peninsula, in Bbaale to
Ssebuguzi, near Kapeeka to prepare to
attack Kabamba. The large force’s long walk
started on December 22, 1984 and started
crossing River Mayanja.
We entered the Kiryookya village and
turned to head for Kyamusisi in Mityana
district where our small detach was under
John Kazoora. We crossed Hoima Road at
the Matte junction, in which process UPC
vigilantes captured one of our soldiers. We
DUULYHGDW.\DPXVLVLRQ'HFHPEHU
I split the force into two. Seven hundred
armed soldiers had to march in the nights
and take Kabamba by a surprise dawn attack,
ZKLOHWKHODUJHUIRUFHRI ÀJKWHUVRQO\
40 percent of them armed, would march in
the opposite direction, in daylight hours, to
confuse the enemy.
Possibly on Christmas day, Saleh’s force
left early in the evening to start their night
marches. The following day, walking by
daylight hours, we headed to the Lukoola
in River Mayanja valley, and spent the
night at Kamugabo. The following day, we
marched by day and camped at Kembogo
under the operational command of Ahmed
Kashiilingi.
On December 28, 1984, a UNLA force from
Bukomero attacked us, but we beat them
RII2Q'HFHPEHUWKHIRUFHPRYHGWR
Kagaari to Dr. Sebuliba’s farm, where we
had last camped on February 10, 1981 after
the Tanzanians dislodged us from Kagobe,
near Kiboga.
On New Year’s Day, 1985, news came
through from Mubende that a powerful
enemy force had overrun Kabamba barracks
and had repulsed repeated UNLA counterattacks.
We then marched to the west the following

10

Liberation Magazine | 2020

President Museveni narrates the experiences of the 1980s trek.

day, January 2, 1985 and climbed Ssingo hills
on both sides of Hoima Road to Kyamusisi,
where I fainted (on Bulaga Hill). Dr. Kizza
Besigye gave me re-hydration salts and I
resumed the march.
After raiding Kabamba, Salim Saleh had
marched westwards, towards Kyaka, crossed
Mubende-Fort Portal Road at Kyegegwa,
fought off UNLA at Hapuuyo and marched
RQZKLOVWÀJKWLQJ
By day and night, we went through Bukuya,
Butologo, crossed Hoima-Kakumiro road
at Nkondo and camped at Kasambya SubCounty headquarters on January 8, 1985.
We agreed with Saleh to link up at Birembo,
only eight miles from Kasambya Subcounty headquarters, which we did on
January 9, 1985. The Kabamba operation
ZDV DV VXFFHVVIXO DV WKH 0DVLQGL RQH 
ULÁHV PRUWDUV PDFKLQHJXQV DPPXQLWLRQ
KDG EHHQ FDSWXUHG LQGHHG D KLVWRULF 15$

victory.
Only four of the 100 landmines the NRA
received from &RORQHO *DGGDÀ LQ 
ZHUH E\ QRZ OHIW  KDG ZUHDNHG KDYRF
on the UNLA who had insisted on using
vehicles. It is one of the four that I used
to liberate the guns Fronasa had handed in
at Kabamba in the 1979/80 armed groups
XQLÀFDWLRQ 7KH ODQGPLQH GHWRQDWLRQ
overcame the underground armoury and we
safely repossessed our weapons.
A Col. John Ogole and Eric Odwar led
81/$ FRXQWHURIIHQVLYH WKH LQFHVVDQW
attacks at Hapuyo and Kabamba, were an
attempt at prompting Saleh to drop the
guns. This inconvenience for the Saleh
JURXSPHDQWWKDWWKHÀJKWHUVKDGWRUHSXOVH
Ogole and Odwar whilst heavily laden with
the weapons.
:HKDGWRUHOLHYHWKHÀJKWHUVRI WKHEXUGHQ
RI  FDUU\LQJ DQG H[SDQG WKH ÀJKWLQJ IRUFH

The massed UNLA battalions were defeated by the Mobile Brigade, again
under Saleh, marked the end of the Obote II regime. Defeated, the UNLA
returned to Kampala and overthrew President Milton Obote.

C

ol. John Ogole and
Eric Odwar led UNLA
counter-offensive, the
incessant attacks at Hapuyo
and Kabamba; were an
attempt at prompting
Saleh to drop the guns.
This inconvenience for the
Saleh group meant that
the fighters had to repulse
Ogole and Odwar whilst
heavily laden with the
weapons.

by arming the unarmed (the commandoes),
hence the linkup at Birembo.
On January 10, Ogole and Odwar attacked
the force with heavy artillery bombardment
and a ground-attack, which we repulsed with
DORVVRI WKUHHRI RXUÀJKWHUV7ZRRWKHUV
were injured, and later died. We pulled out
in the night and headed for Nkoko and
Ntwetwe where one Kigongo, our supporter
had a lot of maize grain, courtesy of a
cooperative society where he was a member.
On January 2, we marched and crossed River
Mpongo and laid an ambush on Bukwiri
Ɇ 1WZHWZH 5RDG ZKHUH ZH GHVWUR\HG D
UNLA convoy, capturing more guns--Ogole
and Odwar had lost the battles and the
operation. We camped at Nyambindo and
re-organized, creating the battalions that
pushed the UPC regime to its evening hours.
The battalions, now reinforced with more

Once an armed struggle leader ... always such.

ULÁHVZHUH
1st%1Ɇ3HFRVDQG0XJLVKD
rd%1Ɇ/XPXPED
5th%1Ɇ.DVKDNDDQG.DVKLOOLQJL
7th%1Ɇ.\DOLJRQ]DDQG0XKDQJ\L
9th%1Ɇ.LKDQGD
11th%1Ɇ&KHIH$OL
Each of these battalions had four
FRPSDQLHVHDFKFR\ZLWKULÁHVULÁHV
for battalion. The six of them had 1,800
ULÁHV
7KHVHGLGQRWLQFOXGHWKHULÁHVRI WKH]RQDO
units of: Black Bomber (Abdul Nasser),
Mondlane, Luttamaguzi, Kabalega, Ngoma,
Nkrumah and Kiwanguzi.
By now, there were two companies of the
+LJK &RPPDQG XQLW Ɇ WKH ERG\JXDUGV
of the Chairman of the High Command
(CHC). We marched to Kikandwa forest on
January 21, 1985 where Eric Odwar attacked
us, but we repulsed him.

with our luggage and walked along KiremaKabele bulungi-bwansi road, ending up at
the base camp at Kikoko, beyond Migingye.
The years 1984/5, exactly 100 years after the
VKDPHIXO  RI  WKH %HUOLQ &RQJUHVV
Europeans shared out a prostrate Africa,
were NRA years of victory. Supported by
the people, the NRA wrote a glorious story
RI KHURLVPVDFULÀFHDQGVNLOO
Victory for the forces of patriotism and panAfricanism in Uganda was drawing near. In
June that year, 1985, two other battles took
SODFHɆ5XERQDDQG.HPERJR7KHODWWHU
one was especially decisive.
The massed UNLA battalions were defeated
by the Mobile Brigade, again under Saleh,
marking the end of the Obote II regime.
Defeated, the UNLA returned to Kampala
and overthrew President Milton Obote.

We then moved out of the forest in the night
2020 | Liberation Magazine
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MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS

UGANDA POLICE FORCE

Police rolls out
countrywide CCTV
surveillance

Minister of Internal AǺairs

By Our Kampala Reporter

OBIGA MARIO KANIA
Minister of State for Internal Affairs

I

n September 2016, President Yoweri
Museveni talked of installing Closedcircuit television (CCTV) cameras
around the country. From State
House, he would then see the people who
violate the law, even the ones that engage in
unhygienic practices by the roads ides in the
villages.
7KHRFFDVLRQZDVWKHSDVVLQJRXWRI 
SROLFHRIÀFHUVDW3ROLFH7UDLQLQJ6FKRROLQ
Kabalye, in Masindi District, at a time the
very police surveillance by CCTV was akin
to a myth. Kampala, the capital city, then
didn’t have the cameras to cover its central
business district.
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UGANDA POLICE FORCE
Three years on, Uganda Police Force
is literally rolling out the installation of
CCTV cameras around the country. All
municipalities, major border posts, the
highways, 144 towns and other critical
infrastructure will be covered by CCTV
cameras.
According to Commissioner Fred Enanga,
the Police spokesman, it is the second
phase of CCTV cameras installation,
following the conclusion of exercise in
Kampala Metropolitan Police Area, Wakiso
and Mukono districts.
“The second phase of CCTV coverage
expansion is ongoing on in different parts
RI WKHFRXQWU\WRFRYHUVLWHV$W
least 80 motor-vehicle registration plates’
recognition cameras, 20 face recognition
cameras will be established and 107 police
stations will have monitoring centres.
Some of the police stations in the
municipalities like Arua, Lira, Bushenyi,
Masaka, Busia, Masindi, Mbale, Fort Portal,
Mbarara, Gulu, Moroto, Hoima, Iganga,
Ntungamo, Jinja, Rukungiri, Kabale, Soroti,
.DVHVHDQG7RURURZLOOEHWKHÀUVWWREH

connected. The border points of Elegu,
Busia, Tororo and Katuna will also be
CCTV camera covered.
The president also instructed that CCTV
cameras be installed at police station
FRXQWHUVWRIDFLOLWDWHSROLFHRIÀFHUV·
performance monitoring, “Besides the
SROLFHRIÀFHUVDQGWKHZD\WKH\FDUU\
out their duties, I will monitor the
criminals too. The CCTV cameras at the
police counters will curb corruption and
incompetence.”
He, however, felt that by itself, technology
will not curb crime without patriotism and
dedication. The police team will also rely
on the National Information Technology
Authority backbone infrastructure to
establish cameras.
According to Commissioner Enanga, “The
police, in the areas that lack NITA cyber
cables, will use stand-alone network until
the cables are established.”
Uganda government has spent billions of
shillings on the CCTV camera project to
prevent crime. In the event of the breach

of law and order, technology is used to
apprehend the suspects and the footage
used as evidence in court against the
culprits.
0RUHWKDQ&&79FDPHUDVKDYHEHHQ
installed in Kampala Metropolitan Police
$UHDLQWKHÀUVWSKDVHRI &&79FDPHUDV
installation, whose outcomes CP Enanga
says are enormous.
Police CCTV cameras have assisted in
WKHLGHQWLÀFDWLRQDUUHVWDQGVXEVHTXHQW
arraignment of suspects in the abductions,
robbery and murder of Maria Nagirinya
and her driver Ronald Kitayimbwa in
Lubaga Division, Kampala City on the
night of August 28, 2019.
The incidence of vehicle thefts in the city
centre has also plummeted, as the criminals
are often apprehended in transit with the
stolen vehicles.
In 2018, President Museveni also instructed
the police to use the CCTV cameras in
the prevention and monitoring of riotous
behaviour and burning of tyres, in the
process destroying the roads tarmac, which
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The president instructed that CCTV cameras be
installed at police station counters to facilitate police
officers’ performance monitoring, “Besides the police
officers and the way they carry out their duties,
I will monitor the criminals too. These cameras
at the police counters will curb corruption and
incompetency.”
translates into costly rehabilitation.
Accordingly, on January 6, 2020, police
were challenged when Kyaddondo East
legislator Robert Kyagulanyi attempted to
hold a consultative meeting that did not
meet the Public Order Management Act
standards in Kasangati, Wakiso district.
The legislator’s supporters blocked the
URDGVDQGSUHSDUHGWRVHWÀUHRQWKH
tyres they had collected in the roads.
Commissioner Enanga says the detectives
obtained photographic and video evidence,
“We are investigating the footage the
CCTV cameras captured as efforts are
PDGHWRÀQGWKHFXOSULWVDQGREWDLQWKHLU
statements.”
The CCTV cameras will be handy in
ensuring peace, law and order in the run-up
to the next general elections, as processions
and rallies will be held all over the country.
According to Commissioner Felix
Baryamwisaki, the Director of Police
ICT, the CCTV project will also improve
on emergency response, especially on the
KLJKZD\VZKHUHRIÀFHUVKDYHQRWEHHQ
deployed.
7KHGHIDXOWHUVRI WKH7UDIÀF([SUHVV
Penalty Scheme tickets, a major revenue
contributor, will soon be tracked by the
&&79FDPHUDV3ROLFHLPSRVHGWUDIÀFÀQHV
ZRUWK6KVEQÀQHVLQRI ZKLFK
only Shs 2.2bn has been paid.
The CCTV camera technology will track
the defaulters’ vehicles licence plates and
DXWRPDWLFDOO\DOHUWWKHRIÀFHUVRQWKHURDGV
to effect the culprits’ arrests.
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Police Warning

We are set to curb rising
electoral, media crime

By Our Kampala Reporter

arrested and prosecuted.”

I

Commissioner Enanga was re-echoing the
message of the Deputy Inspector General
of Police Maj. Gen Gen. Sabiiti Muzeyi to
the Directorate of Criminal Investigations
on handling political or electoral offences,
“…you need to implement the action
plan on political cases. The Directorate of
Criminal Intelligence must be involved.”

t is several months away to the
time campaigns for the local and
general elections, but the political
temperatures have started heating up.

Several parties and individuals have started
consulting the electorates on whether they
VKRXOG VWDQG IRU SROLWLFDO RIÀFHV LQFOXGLQJ
that of the president.
The civil society organisations that deal
in electoral monitoring and the media are
active on the ground.
)URPWKHRQVHWRI WKLV\HDUPRUHWKDQ
SHRSOHVXVSHFWHGRUIRXQGWREHLQFRQÁLFW
with electoral and media laws have been put
LQSROLFHFXVWRG\WZRSHRSOHSHUGD\7KLV
threatens to outstrip the violations’ statistics
of any previous electoral year.
Not long ago, police stopped Kyadondo East
legislator Robert Kyagulanyi’s countrywide
consultations for failing to meet the
Public Order Management Act assemblies’
regulations. Bobi Wine’s supporters turned
their anger on public infrastructure by
burning tyres on tarmac and also stopping
the public from travelling to their businesses.
Unlike with the previous elections, police
has used CCTV cameras and deployed
FRYHUW DQG RYHUW RIÀFHUV WR PRQLWRU WKH
individuals exhibiting criminal inclinations.
Police spokesman, Commissioner Fred
Enanga says technology and proactive
deployment enabled the force to avert the
destruction of property and save life, “We
have evidence against rioters and their
mobilisers, captured on cameras engaged in
riotous and unlawful assembly. They will be

Maj. Gen Sabiiti ordered the detectives
that whenever there are political events or
demonstrations, detectives and intelligence
RIÀFHUV PXVW EH LPEHGGHG LQ XQLWV WKDW
deal with civil disobedience to enable
them collect evidence they need to secure
investigations.
An assessment by the Directorate of
Criminal Investigations on political and
media-related cases had indicated that most
of them fail due to lack of evidence or
witnesses becoming uncooperative during
the trial.
In the year 2018, of the 442 cases of
political/electoral and media offences
reported, 181 were incitement to violence,
eight were treason, 249 election-related and
four of sectarianism promotion.
Of the 80 that were advanced to court,
SURVHFXWLRQ VHFXUHG QLQH FRQYLFWLRQV 
cases were either dismissed or discharged.
The Directorate of Criminal Investigations
statistics about political and media offences
from January 2016 to December 2018,
SROLFHUHJLVWHUHGFDVHV
The highest number of cases was recorded
in 2016, where 1,068 cases were reported.
7KHUH ZDV D GURS LQ FDVHV LQ  WR 
cases, but they rose in 2018 to 442.
D/ASP Charles Twine, the CID spokesman

says criminal cases related to politics in
election period increases due to violence
and illegal assemblies, “There have been so
many by-elections in the country since 2016.
It is during these elections that individuals
often commit political-related cases.”
´:H QRZ KDYH PDQ\ RIÀFHUV WUDLQHG LQ
electoral and political offences than ever
before, deployed during elections and
political events. They are in the know of
what amounts to a political offence,” he says.
He says the new laws, like Public Order
Management Act and Computer Misuse
Act, have criminalised some acts, leading
to an increase in political cases the police
has registered, “Public Order Management
Act has regulated the public assemblies that
VKRXOGEHKHOG7KHODZLVVWLOOQHZKHQFH
some politicians and the public are still to
appreciate it. Our mandate is to enforce the
law for the safety of the public. With time
the organisers of the events will coordinate
with the police as the law requires.”
Twine says the pending political and
media-related cases are never discarded,
but detectives get enough time to collect
evidence. Once the facts attesting to
FULPLQDOLW\ DUH HVWDEOLVKHG WKH ÀOHV DUH
reopened.
The police and prosecutors have accordingly
this January, revived the case involving
Theodore Ssekikubo, Lwemiyaga County
Member of Parliament, committed ten years
ago.
Police say on August 2010, MP Ssekikubo
with his police guard Alex Mugabi, at
Sembabule playground during the ruling
150SDUW\SULPDULHVXVHGDQLOOHJDOÀUHDUP
and engaged in acts calculated to cause death
and incite violence. Ssekikubo has been
2020 | Liberation Magazine
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taken to court and charged with the offence.
The advancement of technology facilitates
politicians and indeed the public to use
social media or the internet to commit
electoral or political and media-related
crimes. In September 2018, Suzan Namata
and her friend allegedly recorded a video in
which she abused President Museveni when
Hon Robert Kyagulanyi was incarcerated
at a military facility. He was subsequently
arraigned on treason charges in relation
to the stoning of the president’s vehicle in
Arua municipality.
The police arrested Ms Namata and
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remanded her for weeks before she was
granted bail. The trial is yet to start. Police
DUHKRZHYHUVWLOOVHDUFKLQJIRUKHUFROOHDJXH
she appeared with in the video, which they
say contains offensive communication.
In the same month, another Ugandan, Kato
Kajubi, the son of late Professor William
Ssenteza Kajubi, the former vice chancellor
of Makerere University, is said to have
incited people, using social media. He was
arrested at Entebbe International Airport as
he returned from United States of America.
Police accused him and others still at large
of offensive communication and tarnishing

the government’s image abroad when while
in the United States of America, they
protested the removal of the presidential
term limits. Kajubi was detained for days
and later released after he relinquished his
passport to the detectives.
D/ASP Twine says their effort now is to
ensure that people who commit political and
media-related offences are traced and their
ÀOHV SURFHVVLQJ LV IDVWWUDFNHG ´:H KDYH
established an able team to investigate the
pending cases to their logical conclusion.”

Thousands access quality health care
services from Kisenyi Health Center IV

L

ocated at the heart of Kampala,
Kisenyi Health Center IV
serves an average 500 outpatient clients daily. The center
serves all categories of people with
TXDOLW\KHDOWKFDUHVHUYLFHVWKHUHIXJHH
community, the youth, the children and
expecting mothers, among others.
According to the Annual Health Sector
Performance report FY 2017/18,
Kisenyi HC IV was ranked number
one with 291,855 Standard Unit of
Output (SUO) in the whole country
and appeared in Category one for
immunization services.
7KLVLVDWWULEXWHGWRWKHVHOÁHVVVHUYLFHV
of the health workers at the facility,
conducing outreaches to reach the

mothers and their children in the places
of their residences/ places of work.

Centre III, Kiswa Health Centre III and
Komamboga Health Centre III.

The facility serves an average of 45,000
clients with outpatient services on a
quarterly basis and in FY 2017/2018
alone, Kisenyi HC IV offered antenatal
services to 22,489 women attending
IRU WKH ÀUVW WLPH  GHOLYHULHV ZHUH
carried out by skilled health workers
DQG  FDHVDUHDQ VHFWLRQ RSHUDWLRQV
were conducted for mothers that had
complications during labor.

KCCA has already embarked on the
process of equipping the health centers
with specialized equipment, recruiting
TXDOLÀHGDQGVNLOOHGVWDII HQIRUFLQJWKH
use of standards and procedures. This
is geared towards increasing access
and utilization of quality and
affordable health care services
around the city.

To manage the increasing urban
population and refugee community
in the city, KCCA has renovated a
QXPEHU RI  KHDOWK FHQWHUV .LVHQ\L
Health IV, Kawaala Health Centre III,
Kitebi Health Centre III, Kisugu Health
2020 | Liberation Magazine
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Democracy transition

NRA’s social
economic delivery
While local leaders are expected to
deliver to the expectations of the
people, they are overwhelmed by
the big numbers in their areas of
jurisdiction yet they do not have the
²QDQFLDOZKHUHZLWKDOWRVXSSRUWWKHLU
programmes.

Uganda is destined to succeed because its
governance is built on democracy. The
population participates in elective politics
on the basis of the existing democratic
dispensation, and constitutional governance.
(SPLEFER'ERXEVM^E
Government’s deputy
spokesperson

W

hen the NRA seized
Uganda’s leadership in
1986, its most fundamental
ideal was democracy,
entailing the institution of an election
regime through streamlined systems and
subsequently multi-party elections.
Through the presidential, parliamentary,
and local council elections through
universal adult suffrage and a secret
ballot, the people commission their
leaders. The NRA argued that this would
FUHDWHFRQÀGHQFHDPRQJ8JDQGDQVDQG
democratise the electoral process at all
levels in the country.
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Col. Shaban Bantariza, the government’s
deputy spokesperson, says Uganda’s
political space has grown out of the
democratic processes the current
JRYHUQPHQWLQLWLDWHGHYHU\FLWL]HQKDVD
stake in the country’s politics.
“Uganda is destined to succeed because
its governance is built on democracy.
The population participates in elective
politics on the basis of the existing
democratic dispensation, and constitutional
governance,” he explains.
On the other hand, however, NRM
detractors argue that Uganda’s politics
are riddled with intimidation, bribery and
HOHFWLRQVULJJLQJ¶mbu’ bribery of voters
is systematic and entrenched. They add
that opposition leaders’ efforts to seek
leadership roles have been frustrated at
all levels, leaving the NRM party with a
monopoly of all political privileges.
Other claims are that elections are
ritualistic, rather than systematic
representation of people’s interests
irrespective of political inclinations. The
political privileges dispensation imbalance
is cause for unrest as elements in the

37&ƶWWSGMEPERHIGSRSQMGHIPMZIV]

opposition seek to have the status quo
changed.
Mwambusya Ndebesa is a Makerere
University researcher and development
historian. He says the lack of democratic
processes in the country’s politics triggers
uncertainty and fear among the electorate.
“Electioneering intimidation creates anxiety
among the electorate, compelling them to
vote leaders against their will. Instances of
certain politicians being given the leeway to
campaign while others are prohibited have
also been recorded.
“This betrayal of the ideals of democracy
clearly shows how certain people have
political privileges over others, whereas our
political actions and decisions must rather
be tailored to a democratic environment.”
Village and parish-level people’s committees
have in the past been vibrant, guaranteeing
security and unity among residents, and
driving government programmes. The
narrative has changed. Local leaders’
passiveness creates a big leadership
gap in respect of the administration
and implementation of government
programmes.
George Mutabazi is the LCV chairperson
for Lwengo district, and former Uganda
Local Government Association (ULGA)
chairperson. He attributes the local levels
administration systems’ collapse to the
creation of different administrative units.
Their roles tend to overlap, generating
friction among the leaders.
Mr Mutabazi notes that while local leaders
are expected to deliver to the expectations
of the people, they are overwhelmed by the
big numbers in their areas of jurisdiction
\HWWKH\GRQRWKDYHWKHÀQDQFLDO
wherewithal to support their programmes.

services delivery, but it can be mitigated by
ÀQDQFLDOHPSRZHUPHQW+HFDOOVIRUWKH
local leaders’ need for leadership skilling,
and keeping abreast with the law, which
will enable their roles’ execution with an
informed mind.
Mutabazi illustrates his argument by
noting that most local leaders erroneously
execute roles that are outside their mandate
because they have not been oriented on
their legitimate duties, and hence clash with
other leadership positions.
Questions have been raised about the
standards of living, while critics say NRM’s
claims to resuscitating democracy sound
hollow while, “the majority of the masses
are wallowing in poverty.”
Forum for Democratic Change (FDC)
Deputy General Secretary Harold Kaija
claims most Ugandans live below the
poverty line, on account of ‘bad leadership’
of the current government. He questions
why government investment in modern
agriculture is inadequate although improved
agriculture would increase household
incomes for the majority of Ugandans.
Kaija also claims the government has
failed to stamp out corruption, “It is
PDVWHUPLQGHGE\WKHWRSRIÀFLDOVZLWK
impunity, causing a shortfall in the
resources for dispensing the
country, and enrichment of a
few individuals.”

Electioneering
intimidation creates
anxiety among the
electorate, compelling
them to vote leaders
against their will.
Instances of certain
politicians being
given the leeway to
campaign while others
are prohibited have
also been recorded.

Mwambusya Ndebesa,
Makerere University
researcher and development
historian

He calls for, “an institution
of democratic electoral
reforms”, claiming that
when it comes to elections,
“the opposition is never
given a chance to present
its plans for the country as we are
either blocked or arrested.”

He points out that although local leaders
undertake much electioneering political
PRELOL]DWLRQWKHLUPHDJUHIDFLOLWDWLRQ
militates against their full execution of their
roles, inclusive of the masses sensitisation
on the elections importance.
Local leaders need empowerment to ably
H[HFXWHWKHLUOHDGHUVKLSUROHVWKH\DUH
critical to the country’s governance. He
says corruption among them frustrates
2020 | Liberation Magazine
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DIRECTORATE OF INDUSTRIAL TRAINING
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SPORTS

34th

Liberation

Day Celebrations

P. O. Box 20050 Kampala Uganda, Plot 97/99, 3 Street Industrial Area,
Tel:+256-414251256, +256414259412 | Website: www.dituganda.org
Email: info@dituganda.org
rd

The Directorate of Industrial Training is a quality assurance body in the Business, Technical,
Vocational, Education (BTVET) and Training sub-Sector under the Ministry of Education and Sports.

H.E. Yoweri K. Museveni
President of the Republic of Uganda

Hon. Janet K. Museveni
The First Lady and Minister of
ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂŶĚ^ƉŽƌƚƐ

J. C. Muyingo
Minister of state for Higher
ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ

Dr. Joseph Muvawala
Chairperson ITC

Mr. Patrick Byakatonda
Ag. Director, Directorate of
Industrial Training

The Industrial Training Council,
management and staff of Directorate of
Industrial Training warmly congratulate
H.E President Y.K Museveni and all
Ugandans on the 34th anniversary of the
NRM Liberation Day.
VISION
‘’To be a technical and vocational skills quality assurance
body of international repute.’’
MISSION
To promote quality assurance interventions in Business,
Technical, Vocational, Education and Training for the
public and private sector labour market needs to
accelerate national development.

WĂƐƐŝŶŐŽƵƚƐŬŝůůĞĚůĞĂƌŶĞƌƐĨŽƌ^ĞŶŝŶĚĞ&ŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶŝŶtĂŬŝƐŽĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ
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MANDATE
The Directorate of Industrial Training is mandated
to develop Occupational Standards, Regulate workbased Training Schemes, apply and expand the
Uganda Vocational Qualifications Framework, accredit
assessment centers, assess and award Uganda Vocational
Qualifications as provided for in the BTVET Act of 2008.

DIRECTORATE OF INDUSTRIAL TRAINING
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SPORTS

dŚĞDŝŶŝƐƚĞƌŽĨĚƵĐĂƟŽŶΘ^ƉŽƌƚƐĂŶĚ&ŝƌƐƚ>ĂĚǇ͕,ŽŶ͘:ĂŶĞƚ<͘DƵƐĞǀĞŶŝ͕dŚĞŚĂŝƌŵĂŶ
/ŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂů dƌĂŝŶŝŶŐ ŽƵŶĐŝů ƌ͘ :ŽƐĞƉŚ DƵǀĂǁĂůĂ ĂŶĚ dŚĞ Ő͘ ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ /d Dƌ͘ WĂƚƌŝĐŬ
ǇĂŬĂƚŽŶĚĂĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚĞƌĞůĞĂƐĞŽĨ/dƌĞƐƵůƚƐ

34th

Liberation

Day Celebrations

ŽŵĞƐƟĐĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐŝĂŶƐ;ǁŝƌĞŵĞŶͿĚƵƌŝŶŐŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶĂůͲďĂƐĞĚĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚĂƚ>ƵŐŽŐŽsŽĐĂƟŽŶĂů
/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞĨŽƌtŽƌŬĞƌƐWĂƐĂǁĂƌĚďǇ/d

 hŐĂŶĚĂ EĂƟŽŶĂů ZŽĂĚƐ ƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ ;hEZͿ ƌŽĂĚ ǁŽƌŬƐ ƉůĂŶƚ ŽƉĞƌĂƚŽƌ ƵŶĚĞƌŐŽŝŶŐ ŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶĂů ĐŽŵƉĞƚĞŶĐĞͲďĂƐĞĚ
ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚĂůŽŶŐ<ĂůƵůĞͲĂŵƵŶĂŶŝŬĂƌŽĂĚŝŶ>ƵǁĞƌŽĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͘

dŚĞ WĞƌŵĂŶĞŶƚ ^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇ ŽĨ DŝŶŝƐƚƌǇ ŽĨ ĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ ĂŶĚ
^ƉŽƌƚƐ͕Dƌ͘ůĞǆ<ĂŬŽŽǌĂĂŶĚƚŚĞ,ĞĂĚŽĨ^ŬŝůůƐĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ
&ƵŶĚ͕DƌƐ ZƵƚŚ DƵƐŽŬĞ ŚĂŶĚŝŶŐ ŽƵƚ /d ĐĞƌƟĮĐĂƚĞƐ ŽĨ
ĐŽŵƉĞƚĞŶĐĞƚŽƐŬŝůůĞĚǇŽƵƚŚŝŶDĂƐĂŬĂĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͘

WƵƉŝůƐ ŽĨ DďĂƌĂƌĂ DƵŶŝĐŝƉĂů ^ĐŚŽŽů ĚƵƌŝŶŐ ŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶĂů
ĐŽŵƉĞƚĞŶĐĞƚĞƐƚĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚŝŶƚŚĞŽĐĐƵƉĂƟŽŶŽĨ<ŶŝƩĞƌĂŶĚ
>ŝƋƵŝĚƐŽĂƉŵĂŬŝŶŐ͘

dŚĞ Ő͘ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ /d Dƌ͘ WĂƚƌŝĐŬ ǇĂŬĂƚŽŶĚĂ͕ ƚŚĞ ŚĂŝƌƉĞƌƐŽŶ Et^ ŽĂƌĚ ŽĨ ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌƐ ŶŐ͘ ƌ͘ ŚƌŝƐƚŽƉŚĞƌ ďĂů͕ƚŚĞ
ŵĂŶĂŐŝŶŐŝƌĞĐƚŽƌEt^ŶŐ͘ƌ͘^ŝůǀĞƌDƵŐŝƐŚĂĂŶĚƚŚĞ/ŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂůdƌĂŝŶŝŶŐŽƵŶĐŝůDĞŵďĞƌDƌ͘DĂƌŬDŽƌŽĚƵƌŝŶŐĂ
ŐƌĂĚƵĂƟŽŶĨŽƌEt^ƐŬŝůůĞĚǁŽƌŬĞƌƐǁŚŽǁĞƌĞĂƐƐĞƐƐĞĚĂŶĚĐĞƌƟĮĞĚďǇ/dƵŶĚĞƌǁŽƌŬĞƌƐW^ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘

ƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ ĂŶĚ ĐĞƌƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ ŽĨ Ăůů ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů ĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞƐ
ƵŶĚĞƌƚŚĞWƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů/ŶŝƟĂƟǀĞŽĨ^ŬŝůůŝŶŐƚŚĞ'ŝƌůŚŝůĚǁŝƚŚ
ƚŚĞŐŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ/dDƌ͘WĂƚƌŝĐŬǇĂŬĂƚŽŶĚĂ͘
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Obstructions

Museveni’s fundamental change
By Stephen Wandera Ouma in KAMPALA

)RUWKH½UVWWLPHLQ8JDQGD
Parliament’s history, the
opposition Forum for
Democratic Change (FDC)
and other young and old
opposition legislators have
over thirty representatives
who sit under one roof
and exchange ideas and
the media can write and
publish negative stories
about government and get
away with it.

-ENM)MVMWEWIHYRKE9KERHE
:IXIVERW&WWSGMEXMSR 9:&
(LEMVQER
’’My UPE child is at university but I
have never experienced any problem
with the system.’’
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C

orruption is a key challenge
to the “fundamental change”
that the National Resistance
Movement (NRM) promised to
GHOLYHU\HDUVDJR
Haji Dirisa Ssedunga, Uganda Veterans
Association (UVA) chairman, is of the view
that this vice can only be fought of a joint
public effort through patriotism.
“It is a complex issue because it happens
behind closed doors between two
consenting people, the giver and recipient.
Those outside the bracket may never

know of what happens, most likely until
the arrangement is rocked. We need to be
patriotic, which is a long-term process,”
Ssedunga said.
Exclusively talking to Liberation Magazine on
January 16, 2020 about the deliverables
of the “fundamental change” that the
President Yoweri Museveni-led ruling
government pledged in 1986, Ssedunga
acknowledges the incidence of unsolved
murders, especially of women as a
challenge, but exonerates the government
of responsibility.
“Unlike under the 1980s’ Milton Obote
government, the killings are today
perpetrated by individual civilian criminals.
Moreover crime has reduced with
government recruitment of local defense
personnel,” he suggests.
The communities need to be vigilant about
the security in their localities in relation
to their neighbours’ activities, rather than
entirely leave the responsibility to security
agencies.
Ssedunga is appreciative, “Generally, this
government led by our Mzee (President
Museveni) has delivered on most of its
promises, and the individuals that cannot

Interfacing with the people.

see what has been accomplished could be
blind.
Some individuals blame Museveni for
his “overstay in power,” but for the last
thirty years, this government has fought
UHEHOOLRQV-RVHSK.RQ\RI WKH/RUG·V
Resistance Army (LRA), Jamil Mukulu
of Allied Democratic Front (ADF), Peter
Otai of Uganda People’s Army and Alice
Lakwena’s Holy Spirit Movement, among
others. It is only over the very last few
years that we have embarked on other
investments, inclusive of infrastructure
development.”
He added, “One can now travel from
1LPXOHDW8JDQGD6RXWK6XGDQERUGHU
Malaba to Kaiso-Tonya on the shores
of Lake Albert in Bunyoro, and from as
distant as Moroto in the north-eastern
region of Karamoja to anywhere in the
country on tarmac roads. Our children
are regularly immunized against various
diseases and attend free Universal Primary
Education (UPE), whereas farmers get

free seedlings through Operation Wealth
Creation (OWC) led by Gen. Salim Saleh.”
“The access to electricity, sanitation and
health has considerably improved although
a lot needs to be improved the reasons we
still need Mzee (Museveni) around,” he
asserted.
Referring to the substandard UPE quality
along with the similarly sub-standard OWC
seedlings, and hence the sticking appeal of
“government ‘etuyambe’,” Ssedunga argued
that not only government needs to be
blamed, “The parents and farmers need
to take responsibilities for government
programmes. Do not relax, whilst
lamenting. My child has been through the
UPE system and is now at university, but
I never encountered any problem with the
system.”
Ssedunga is a politician too. He has
observed that, “Unlike under the 1980s
Obote regime where the opposition could
not see eye to eye with government, the
NRM government engaged and dialogued

Some individuals blame
Museveni for his “overstay
in power,” but for the last
thirty years, this government
has fought rebellions;
Joseph Kony of the Lord’s
Resistance Army (LRA), Jamil
Mukulu of Allied Democratic
Front (ADF), Peter Otai of
Uganda People’s Army
and Alice Lakwena’s Holy
Spirit Movement, among
others. It is only over the
very last few years that we
have embarked on other
investments, inclusive of
infrastructure development.

with its rivals, much as the existing
opposition claims the 2016 elections were
neither free nor fair.
´)RUWKHÀUVWWLPHLQ8JDQGD3DUOLDPHQW·V
history, the opposition Forum for
Democratic Change (FDC) and other
young and old opposition legislators have
over thirty representatives who sit under
one roof and exchange ideas.
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2YWIZIRMƶWJYRHEQIRXEPGLERKI

Ssedunga praised the government for
allowing the freedom of the media and
facilitating the opening of new factories
throughout the county, especially offering
the youth employment.
“The media can write and publish negative
stories about government and get away
with it,” he elaborated.
On suggestions that jobs in the civil
service, especially the army, are not fairly
distributed, Haji Ssedunga asserted that the
claims are without basis.
He is also dismissive of allegations of
increasing poverty as an issue, “Evidence
of a county that is developing is in the rate
at which the housing sector is growing.
Real housing estates have mushroomed
in Uganda and many more are being
developed.”
He urged the public, especially the
opposition, to stop complaining but
work harder for Uganda’s economic
development, “Stop talking and embark
on work when elections are done. Every
leader in every community must have a
project generating income to encourage
the public to be creative. Whereas many
youth buy cars when they get money,
ZHDOWKLVGHWHUPLQHGE\WKHÀ[HGDVVHWVRQH

Anti-corruption prayer.
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Substandard UPE quality along with the similarly sub-standard OWC seedlings, and
hence the sticking appeal of “government ‘etuyambe’,” Ssedunga argued that
not only government needs to be blamed, “The parents and farmers need to take
responsibilities for government programmes.

possesses. Do not blame your poverty on
President Museveni. It is up to you to own
two shirts and save to invest in the future,
rather than enjoy life whilst expecting to
become wealthy,” he advises.
“Many of us are educated but lack
common sense and do despise work, yet
the rate at which Uganda is moving is quite
fast, hence whoever is slow will be left
behind.”
President Yoweri Museveni’s January
29, 1986 ‘fundamental change’ pledge to
Ugandans created much expectation among
the population, following years of despair.
8JDQGDKDGH[SHULHQFHGGLIÀFXOWWLPHV
from 1966 to 1986 due to unprecedented
authoritarian rule characterized by
institutional decay and political insecurity,
which adversely affected the economy.

In response to the crisis, people retreated
from the formal institutions of the state
and organized parallel informal structures
as coping mechanisms. The consequence
was a dysfunctional state. Otherwise,
it would not have been possible for
Museveni’s ragtag guerrilla army that
VWDUWHGÀJKWLQJZLWKJXQVWRRYHUWKURZ
a legitimately elected government within a
SHULRGRI RQO\ÀYH\HDUV
Museveni’s promise of fundamental change
took cognizance of the fact that Ugandans
had lost trust in the state and subsequently
denied it legitimacy. He knew that without
UHVWRULQJKRSHLWZRXOGEHGLIÀFXOWWRJHW
SRSXODUVXSSRUWIRUKLV\RXQJDQGÁHGJOLQJ
government. Prior to capturing power,
Museveni lacked a serious support base
within the country, the very reason why he
opted for a protracted civil war.

Our borders are secured
and our safety guaranteed.

For more information call: 0800117000,
0800217000
(Toll free)
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National Council for Higher Education (NCHE)
Excellence, Accessibility and Relevance

H. E. YOWERI KAGUTA MUSEVENI
President of the Republic of Uganda

PROF. ELI KATUNGUKA
RWAKISHAYA
Chairperson NCHE Council

HON. JANET K. MUSEVENI
First Lady and Minister of
Education and Sports

PROF. MARY J. N. OKWAKOL
Executive Director, NCHE

VISION

MANDATE
The National Council for Higher Education (NCHE) is a semiautonomous agency of the Ministry of Education and Sports
established by an Act of Parliament, the Universities and
Other Tertiary Institutions Act of 2001 as amended to inter
alia:
% Regulate and guide the establishment and management
of institutions of higher learning; and
% Regulate the quality of higher education, equate
qualifications and advise government on higher education
issues.

A Uganda with Accessible, Equitable, Relevant and
Sustainable Quality Higher Education.

MISSION
To ensure provision of relevant and sustainable quality
higher education for development and transformation of
society.

CORE VALUES
%
%
%
%

Independence
Professionalism
Integrity
Responsiveness

NCHE FUNCTIONS
Section 5 of the Universities and Other Tertiary Institutions Act 2001 as amended spells out the functions as:
i)

Promoting and developing the
processing and dissemination of
information on Higher Education for
the benefit of the people.

ii)

Advising the Minister on the
establishment and accreditation of
public and private institutions of
Higher Education.

iii)

Receiving,
processing

26

considering
and
applications for the
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establishment and accreditation
of public and private institutions
of Higher Education and the
accreditation of the academic
and professional programmes of
those institutions in consultation
with Professional Associations and
Regulatory Bodies.
iv)

Registering all institutions of Higher
Education established under this Act.

v)

Receiving
and
investigating
complaints relating to institutions
of Higher Education and take
appropriate action.

vi)

Monitoring,
evaluating
regulating institutions of
Learning.

and
Higher

vii) In co-operation with the relevant
government departments, private
sector, or the different institutions

NCHE FUNCTIONS (Continued)
of Higher Education, to evaluate the overall national
manpower requirement and recommend solutions to the
requirements.
viii)

Ensuring minimum standards for courses of study and
equating of degrees, diplomas and certificates awarded
by the different public and private institutions of Higher
Education.

ix)

Setting and co-ordinating national standards for admission
of students to the different institutions of Higher Education:
to require and ensure that all universities, whether private
or public , adhere to minimum criteria set by the National
Council for admission to undergraduate and higher degree
programmes.

x)

Determining the equivalence of all types of academic
and professional qualifications of degrees, diplomas and
certificates obtained elsewhere with those awarded by
Uganda institutions of Higher Education for recognition in
Uganda.

xi)

Certifying that an institution of Higher Education has
adequate and accessible physical structures and staff for
the courses to be offered by it.

xii) Promoting national interests in courses of study and
professional qualifications among the different types of
institutions of Higher Education.
xiii)

Ensuring the institutions of Higher Education provide
adequate facilities and opportunities for career guidance
and counselling.

xiv) Collecting, examining and publishing information relating
to the different institutions of Higher Education.
xv) Generally advising the government on policy and other
matters relating to institutions of Higher Education.
xvi) Performing any other function incidental to the objects of
this Act or relating to Higher Education in Uganda or that
may be conferred upon it by the Minister or any other law.

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS
Guided the establishment of Institutions of higher learning
which has led to an increase in number as per the table below:

UNIVERSITIES

OTHER DEGREE AWARDING INSTITUTIONS
(ODAI)

OTHER TERTIARY
INSTITUTIONS (OTI)

Total

Public
Own Act of
Parliament
Chartered
Provisional License
Public
Private
Public
Letter of
Classification and
Registration
Provisional License

09

UPCOMING / ONGOING ACTIVITIES

01

Higher Education conference from 16-18 March 2020

11
32
53
01
10
11
49

12th Higher Education Exhibition on the theme “Higher
Education and the Private Sector: Preparing Human
Resopurce Capital for the 4th Industrial Revolution (4IR) will
take place from the 19th – 21st March 2020 at UMA show
grounds.
Equating of qualifications for politicians aspiring for elective
positions in 2021 started and it is ongoing.

23

For more information, contact us or visit us;

100
172
236

Plot M834, Kigobe Road - Kyambogo
P. O. Box 76 Kyambogo - Kampala | Tel: Tel 0393 262140/4
Email: info@unche.or.ug | Website: www.unche.or.ug
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Anti-corruption

Museveni to sack the corrupt
I am aware of corrupt
government officials
who steal drugs from
health centres and
hospitals and I have
laid my traps,
President Yoweri
Museveni warned. His
trap will also cover
National Agricultural
Advisory Delivery
Services (NAADS).

Anti-corruption walk 2019

By Stephen Wandera in Birembo, Kakumiro

P

resident Yoweri Museveni is
determined to have corruption,
a hindrance to service delivery,
routed. This is in response to
public outcry relating to the delivery of
inferior seedlings by Operation Wealth
Creation and NAADS, the lack of medicines
and services in health facilities and the
Universal Primary Education (UPE) that
government critics say is substandard.
The president is also concerned that 80
percent of the 400,000 students, who
graduate annually from tertiary institutions,
are unemployable for their lack of skills.
Gen. Yoweri Museveni reiterated the
above on the trek that relived the National
Resistance Army (NRA)’s insurgency that
Yoweri Museveni led from February 6,
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1981. It culminated into triumph on January
26, 1986.
He is also aware that compensation for the
land the government has requisitioned for
infrastructure development from the public
DQG WKH LQHSW GLVWULEXWLRQ RI  IDUP LQSXWV
cows, goats and pigs and others through
Operation Wealth Creation are corruption
-fertile grounds.
“Do you have drugs in your health centre
here?” Museveni suspiciously asked of
Bukomero residents who loudly chorused
in the negative. “I am aware of corrupt
JRYHUQPHQWRIÀFLDOVZKRVWHDOGUXJVIURP
health centres and hospitals and I have laid
my traps,” he warned. Museveni’s trap will
also cover National Agricultural Advisory
Delivery Services (NAADS).
The trap strategy follows the creation of an
Anti-Corruption Unit under State House,
led by Lt. Col. Edith Nakalema whose work

2YWIZIRMXSWEGOXLIGSVVYTX

has led to the prosecution of a number of
SXEOLFRIÀFLDOV
The president was reacting to a concern
raised by Antony Musoke, Local Council
1 chairman for Bukomero trading centre,
“We need electricity and medicines, tax us
to stock our health centres with medicines,”
Musoke said.
He charged that some teachers in UPE
schools connive with parents and levy tuition
fees and warned that the culprits will be
sacked. The Ministry of Local Government
will determine from the villages if poor
families’ children should study for free or
pay up. The president is disappointed by
the people who have frustrated UPE, which
he told the people of Bukomero during the
Galamba - Birembo trek.
The State Minister for Kampala Ms. Benna
Namugwanya noted that the scenario of
UPE parents paying to teachers to improve
their input, contrary to government policy,
is a tricky one. “The parents contribute to
motivate and facilitate teachers to deliver
and enable the pupils to pass exams,” she
contended.
“My
government
neither
tolerates
corruption, nor indiscipline,” Museveni
VWUHVVHG´:HH[HFXWHGE\ÀULQJVTXDGWZR
of our soldiers who had killed innocent
civilians when drunk during the bush war.”
Only Jim Muhwezi, a lawyer, argued that it
ZDVDOFRKROWKDWKDGLQÁXHQFHGWKHP\HWZH
could not punish the drink.”

“My government neither tolerates corruption, nor
indiscipline,” Museveni stressed. We executed by
firing squad, two of our soldiers who had killed
innocent civilians when drunk during the bush war.”

person should sincerely serve Uganda.” He
too confessed to participating in stealing, “It
would take us 40 minutes to strip a garden
of cassava or potatoes.”
Several
veterans
complained
of
government’s failure to honour their
compensation claims relating to the food
and related support to the NRA war effort.
“My father, Yona Nsubuga’s death from
hyper-tension recently, was triggered by the
realization that his name was missing from
the list for compensation,” Stephen Musisi,
of Masulita, Wakiso district, reported.
Solome Nabbanja complained, “I offered
my food and cooked for Very Important
3HUVRQV 9,3V XQWLOZLWKWKHLQWHQVLÀFDWLRQ
RI WKHZDU,ÁHGZLWKP\IDPLO\WR1JRPD
DQG.DVDPE\D:HUHWXUQHGWRÀQGDOORXU
property destroyed, yet the compensation
is channeled through corrupt fellows who
divert it. The president needs to work with
our representatives.”

Hon. Ruth Nankabirwa, the Government
Chief Whip, responded, “When I was
State Minister for Luwero Triangle, a
comprehensive list of the affect people
was made. They were duly compensated,
but they make the very same claims all over
again whenever they meet the president.”
The president instructed his staff to register
the claimants and promised an investigation
into their claims.
Along the trek, he gave out cows to needy
families and cash envelopes to the elderly,
above 70 years. He also refuted the criticism
that he was campaigning for the year 2021
elections which have not been gazetted, “the
trek was about reconnecting with the NRA
insurgency veterans.”
President Museveni walked less than 100
kilometers, of the programmed 195, “We
walked and also used vehicles to access
more places and talk to more people.”

Probed if he would revert to a similar
DSSURDFKWRÀJKWFRUUXSWLRQWKH3UHVLGHQW
said, “Having brought peace, power belongs
to the people. The well laid-down legal
procedures will be followed.”
At the conclusion of the trek, the president
recalled how the guerrillas raided Uganda
Commercial Bank, Hoima branch and stole
the money he used to buy maize from Haji
Moses Kigongo to feed his troops.
Separately, the chairman of Luwero Triangle
Veterans Association of 48 districts, Hajji
Dirisa Sseddunga said, “Corruption is a
complex involving a willing giver and taker.
Records of the vice date back to Judas
Iscariot’s betrayal of Jesus, but Uganda
needs people who love Uganda. Each

,SZIVRQIRXSǽGMEPWTEVXMGMTEXIMRXLI&RXM
corruption walk held in Kampala Uganda
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Cabinet Line-Up 2019
Saturday, December 14, 2019
In the Exercise of the
Powers that Articles
99(1), 108(2), 108A (1),
113(1) and 114(1) the
1995 Constitution vests
in the President of the
Republic of Uganda,
President Yoweri Kaguta
Museveni on Saturday,
December 14, 2019 made
some changes to the
Cabinet.
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(EFMRIX2MRMWXIVW2MRMWXIVWSJXEXIERH
IRMSV5VIWMHIRXMEP&HZMWSVW
1.
H.E. the Vice President - Hon. Kiwanuka
Edward Ssekandi
2.
Rt. Hon. Prime Minister - Dr. Ruhakana
Rugunda
3.
1st Deputy Prime Minister - Gen. Moses
Ali & Deputy Leader of Govt Business In
Parliament
4.
2nd Deputy Prime Minister And Minister
Without Port-FolioɆ+RQ.LUXQGD
Kivejinja 5.
Minister of Education and Sports - Hon.
Museveni Janet Kataaha
6.
Minister of the PresidencyɆ+RQ0ED\R
Esther Mbulakubuza
7.
Minister in Charge of General Duties/
2IÀFHRI WKH3ULPH0LQLVWHUɆ+RQ
Busingye Mary Karooro Okurut
8.
Minister of Disaster Preparedness &

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Refugees Ɇ+RQ2QHN+LODU\
Government Chief WhipɆ+RQ
Nankabirwa Sentamu Ruth
Minister of East African AffairsɆ0DM
*HQ.DKLQGD2WDÀLUH
Minister of Security Ɇ+RQ*HQ
Elly Tumwine
Minister of Defence and Veteran
Affairs Ɇ+RQ0ZHVLJH$GROI
Minister of Foreign AffairsɆ+RQ.XWHVD
Kahamba Sam
Minister of Internal AffairsɆ*HQ-HMH
Odongo
Minister of Trade, Industry &
CooperativesɆ+RQ.\DPEDGGH$PHOLD
Anne
Minister of Finance, Planning and
Economic Dev’tɆ+RQ.DVDLMD0DWLD
Minister of Energy and Mineral
Development Ɇ+RQ.LWXWX0DU\

(EFMRIX1MRIYT

18.

Minister of Tourism, Wildlife &
Antiquities Ɇ+RQ%XWLPH7RP
19. Minister of Local GovernmentɆ+RQ
Raphael Magyezi
20. Minister of Works and TransportɆ
Gen. Katumba Wamala
21. Minister of Lands, Housing &
Urban DevelopmentɆ+RQ.DP\D%HWW\
22. Minister for Kampala and Metropolitan
Affairs Ɇ+RQ$PRQJL%HWW\
23. Minister of Health Ɇ'U$FHQJ-DQH5XWK
24. Minister of Public ServiceɆ+RQ
Muruli Mukasa
25. Minister of Justice & Constitutional
Affairs Ɇ+RQ.DPXQWX(SKUDLP
26. Attorney General Ɇ0U%\DUXKDQJD:LOOLDP
(Advocate)
27. Minister of Water & EnvironmentɆ+RQ
Cheptoris Sam
28. Minister of Karamoja Affairs Ɇ+RQ
Byabagambi John
29. Minister of Science, Technology and
InnovationɆ'U7XPZHVLJ\H(OLRGD
30. Minister of Gender, Labour & Social
Affairs Ɇ+RQ7XPZHED]H)UDQN
31. Minister of Information, &
Communications ICTɆ+RQ1DEDNRRED
Judith
32. Minister of Agriculture, Animal
Industry & FisheriesɆ+RQ6VHPSLMMD
Vincent Bamulangaki.
2MRMWXIVWSJXEXI4ǽ
GISJXLI5VIWMHIRX
1.
Minister of State for Ethics and Integrity
Ɇ+RQ/RNRGR6LPRQ
2.
Minister of State for Economic
Monitoring Ɇ0UV.DPXNDPD1DZH0ROO\
4ǽ
GISJXLI:MGI5VIWMHIRX
3. Minister of State, Vice President’s
2IÀFHɆ+RQ.DVLULYX%DOWD]DK$WZRNL
c4ǽ
GISJXLI5VMQI2MRMWXIV
4. Minister of State for Relief and
Disaster PreparednessɆ+RQ(FZHUX
Musa Francis
5. Minister of State for KaramojaɆ+RQ
Kizige Moses
6. Minister of State for Bunyoro AffairsɆ
Hon. Kiiza Ernest
7. Minister of State for Luwero TriangleRwenzoriɆ+RQ*DODEX]L'HQQLV6VR]L
8. Minister of State for Northern Uganda
Ɇ+RQ.ZL\XXFZLQ\*UDFH
9. Minister of State for Teso AffairsɆ+RQ
Akiror Agnes
2MRMWXV]SJ*HYGEXMSRERHTSVXW
10. Minister of State for
Higher Education Ɇ+RQ'U0X\LQJR
John Chrysostom
11. Minister of State for Primary Education,
Ɇ+RQ1DQVXEXJD5RVHPDU\6HQLQGH
12. Minister of State for Sports Ɇ+RQ2EXD
Denis Hamson

13.

Minister of State for Ministry of East
African AffairsɆ+RQ0DJDQGD-XOLXV
Wandera

c2MRMWXV]SJ)IJIRGIERH:IXIVER&ǺEMVW
14. Minister of State for Defence Ɇ&RO
Engola Okello
15. Minister of State for Veteran
Affairs Ɇ+RQ.LEDQ]DQJD&KULVWRSKHU
c2MRMWXV]SJ+SVIMKR&ǺEMVW
16. Minister of State for International
Affairs Ɇ+RQ2U\HP2NHOOR
17. Minister of State for Regional
Affairs Ɇ'U0DWHNH3KHOHPRQ
c2MRMWXV]SJ.RXIVREP&ǺEMVW
18. Minister of State for Internal Affairs
Ɇ+RQ2ELJD.DQLD0DULR
c2MRMWXV]SJ8VEHIERH.RHYWXV]ERH
(SSTIVEXMZIW
19. Minister of State for TradeɆ+RQ
Kafabusa Werikhe Micheal
20. Minister of State for CooperativesɆ+RQ
Gume Fredrick Ngobi
2MRMWXV]SJ+MRERGI5PERRMRK *GSRSQMG
)IZIPSTQIRX
21. Minister of State for
Finance (General)Ɇ+RQ$MHGUD*DEULHO
Gadison Aridru
22. Minister of State for PlanningɆ+RQ
Bahati David
23. Minister of State for Privatization and
Investment Ɇ+RQ$QLWH(YHO\Q
24. Minister of State for Micro
FinanceɆ+RQ.\H\XQH+DUXQD.DVROR
2MRMWXV]SJ*RIVK]ERH2MRIVEP
)IZIPSTQIRX
25. Minister of State for MineralsɆ+RQ
Achieng Sarah Opendi
26. Minister of State for EnergyɆ+RQ
D’Ujanga Simon
c2MRMWXV]SJ8SYVMWQ;MPHPMJIERH
&RXMUYMXMIW
27. Minister of State for TourismɆ+RQ
Kiwanda Godfrey
2MRMWXV]SJ1SGEP,SZIVRQIRX
28. Minister of State for Local Government
Ɇ+RQ1DPX\DQJX-HQQLIIHU
c2MRMWXV]SJ;SVOWERH8VERWTSVX
29. Minister of State for WorksɆ+RQ/RNHULV
Aimat Peter
30. Minister of State for Transport Ɇ0UV
Kabatsi Joy
2MRMWXV]SJ1ERHW-SYWMRKERH9VFER
)IZIPSTQIRX
31. Minister of State for Urban
DevelopmentɆ+RQ0XVXPED,VDDF
32. Minister of State for LandsɆ+RQ
Namuganza Persis

33. Minister of State for HousingɆ'U
Baryomunsi Chris
c2MRMWXV]SJ0EQTEPEERH2IXVSTSPMXER
&ǺEMVW
34. Kampala Capital City AuthorityɆ+RQ
Namugwanya Benna
2MRMWXV]SJ-IEPXL
35. Minister of State for Health (General)
Ɇ+RQ1DEEDQMD5RELQDK
36. Minister of State for Primary Health
CareɆ'U0RULNX-R\FH.DGXFX
c2MRMWXV]4J5YFPMGIVZMGI
37. Minister of State for Public
ServiceɆ+RQ.DUXEDQJD'DYLG
c2MRMWXV]SJ/YWXMGIERH(SRWXMXYXMSREP
&ǺEMVW
38. Deputy Attorney GeneralɆ0U
Kafuuzi Jackson
c2MRMWXV]SJ;EXIVERH*RZMVSRQIRX
39. Minister of State for Water Ɇ+RQ
Kibuule Ronald
40. Minister of State for EnvironmentɆ+RQ
Anywar Beatrice Atim
2MRMWXV]SJ.(8
41. Minister of State for ICT
and CommunicationsɆ+RQ2JZDQJ
Peter
2MRMWXV]SJ,IRHIV1EFSYVERHSGMEP
)IZIPSTQIRX
42. Minister of State for Youth and Children
AffairsɆ0UV1DNLZDOD)ORUHQFH.L\LQJL
43. Minister of State for Gender and
CultureɆ0V0XWXX]R3HDFH
44. Minister of State for Labour, Employment
and Industrial RelationsɆ+RQ
Mwesigwa Rukutana
45. Minister of State for the Elderly and
Disability - Vacant
46. Minister of State for Trade, Industry and
Cooperatives (Industry) - Vacant
2MRMWXV]SJ&KVMGYPXYVI&RMQEP-YWFERHV]
ERH+MWLIVMIW
47. Minister of State for AgricultureɆ+RQ
Bagiire Aggrey
48. Minister of State for Animal and
Veterinary AffairsɆ+RQ5ZDPLUDPD
Bright
49. Minister of State for FisheriesɆ0V$GRD
Helen.
IRMSV5VIWMHIRXMEP&HZMWSVW
1. Hon. Mukwaya Janat
2. Hajji Nadduli Abdul
+RQ0XORQL,UHQH
4. Hon. Ntege Azuba
5. Hon. Onzima Alex
5VMRGMTEP5VMZEXIIGVIXEV]
Dr. Omona Kenneth
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Scouting teaches
leadership, it also
teaches people to
accept that they are
followers and support
the leader. They are
introduced to discipline
as they learn to
obey and learn selfdependence.

Scouting delivers
patriotism
T
he National Scouting
Organization, Uganda Scouts
Association, is appreciative
of this country’s peaceful
environment, without which scouting
activities with young children would not be
possible.
Dr. Maggie Kigozi a medical doctor
by training. She has practiced medicine
in Uganda, Zambia and Kenya during

Amin’s time, returning to Uganda after the
liberation in 1986.
She says the scouts are indebted to
President Museveni, the Scouts’ patron
who is sensitive to their needs, “When we
had issues with encroachers on our land at
Kaazi, he deployed the UPDF to maintain
the integrity of the camping site. The army
has built a protective perimeter wall. He
appreciates the scouting value.”
Scouting is useful in the development of
disciplined, innovative, helpful youngsters
who can work with communities through
schools. They also learn various life skills
including entrepreneurship.
It is a global network and the biggest youth
movement in the world. Young people get
their eyes opened to the way one can live in
the world as a good citizen and how to be
part of the world, as they meet peers from
around the world.
Maggie’s husband, Eng. Daniel Serwano
Kigozi (RIP), was a scout troop leader.
+HZDV150ÀUVWPLQLVWHUIRU:RUNV
and Transport up to 1991. Maggie was
ÀUVWHOHFWHGWR8JDQGD6FRXWV$VVRFLDWLRQ
leadership as the treasurer and later on as
the Chief Commissioner. She is now the
Chief Scout and heads the Africa Scout
Foundation.

Dr. Maggie Kigozi
CHIEF SCOUT OF THE UGANDA
SCOUTS ASSOCIATION
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As Chief Scout, “I advise and issue tasks,
like in the case of Uganda hosting Africa
Scouts Day this March and all Africa’s
scouts’ jamboree in August, for scouts aged
EHWZHHQDQG\HDUVIURPDOORYHU
Africa.

GSYXMRKHIPMZIVWTEXVMSXMWQ
GSYXMRK
Maggie’s initial interaction with other youth
from East Africa left an indelible positive
impression on her psyche. She has since
been accommodative of people of diverse
FXOWXUHVFUHHGDQGUDFH´WKH\DUHDVKXPDQ
as I am.” Scouting earns friendships with
RWKHUVFRXWVWKHUHLVVLQFHUHIUDWHUQLW\,WLV
a very useful global network.”
Noting that the president often talks of
SDWULRWLVP´1RRQHLVDVSDWULRWLFDVD
scout-- love for the country, for their god
(scouting is not denominational), even in
respect of the atheists.”
With the peaceful atmosphere since 1986,
more children go school, making it easier
to engage with them through school unlike
with those outside the education system.
As the poverty levels reduce, children are
EHWWHUFDWHUHGIRUWKH\GUHVVEHWWHUDQG
more inclined to scouting.
Marking the scouts’ centenary at Uganda
Scouts Association’s Kaazi camping
grounds in 2007, the scouts were supported
with investments in buildings, clean water,
ÁXVKWRLOHWVDQGFDPSLQJVLWHV7KH\RQO\
bring their tents. These developments are
attributable to the Ministry of Education,
since scouting was moved from the
ministry of Gender, Labour and Social
Development.
An entrepreneur, Maggie is happy that the
private sector is vibrant and hence supports
WKHVFRXWV0XNZDQRWKH0DGKYDQLV
and Coca-Cola are helping with the
environment, much like Crown Bottlers, in
various ways. It is similarly supportive of
sports, the way Airtel supports football.

Noting that the president often talks of patriotism; “No one
is as patriotic as a scout-- love for the country, for their god
(scouting is not denominational), even in respect of the
atheists.

in Uganda are invited to the Africa Scouts
Day at Kaazi on March 14th, 2020, a
Saturday. The chief guest is expected to be
their patron, the President of Uganda.
In August, Africa Scouts Jamboree catering
IRUVFRXWVRI EHWZHHQDQG\HDUVZLOO
have a camp for four days. The old scouts,
parents and the public are encouraged to
join in on the last day. Participants are open
WRDORWRI OHDUQLQJWKHVFRXWVZLOOJHWWREH
leaders.
In both events, the British, Koreans and
scouts from other African countries will
participate--a very big event. It is Maggie’s
assignment from the Chief Commissioner,
Gen Katumba Wamala, to organise the two
scouting events.
Scouting teaches leadership, it also teaches
people to accept that they are followers and
support the leader. They are introduced to
discipline as they learn to obey and learn
self-dependence.

7KHFRXQWU\LVJURZLQJEHWWHUURDGVSRZHU
supply, and ICT and telephony are evidence
of a good investment climate. These
JHQHUDOGHYHORSPHQWVKDYHEHQHÀWWHGWKH
VFRXWFKLOGUHQWKH\DUHKHDOWKLHUEHWWHU
dressed unlike in the past and all of us are
happy.

:SPYRXEVMWQ
Joining scouting is voluntary, and hence it
is an individual decision, much as schools
may encourage those that are interested.
Invariably, scouts turn out to be the leaders
in whatever tasks they undertake at school.
They also tend to become prefects on
account of the training they get.

GSYXW)E]
The scouting fraternity and the scouts’
parents, as indeed the scouts’ well-wishers

5STYPEVMX]
&KLOGUHQVFRXWVDUHQHDUO\ÀYHPLOOLRQEXW
once a scout, always a scout. Those trained

over the years remain scouts and retain the
spirit of scouting including the life skills.
They eventually engage in diverse callings,
ZKLFKWKH\H[HFXWHLQDVFRXWOLNHPDQQHU
business, farm management, teaching,
medicine practice and even in parliament.
(EQTMRK
A prominent feature of scouting is
camping, which is about preparation for
life wherever one may be. Scouts no longer
camp in the wilderness, although the
environment is used to introduce them to
protecting the forests, trees and animals in
the bush.
While the experience of the wild earns
scouts some useful skills, scouting is now
PRGHUQLVHGFRPSXWHUVDUHXVHGLQSDUWV
of the training. Camping is on a camp
site, supplied with pipe water, rather than
streams and the lake. However, scouts still
learn how to sanitise the water for drinking.
The rovers’ (scouts aged 18-25 years)
interests are in entrepreneurship,
information technology, accounting and
the like, linked to sustainable development
goals, which also keep them interested in
scouting.
The association has women trainers to
induct girls into scouting, through a UKsupported initiative. Women teachers,
teacher trainees and female scouts have
trained as trainers. They are also role
models to the girls.
2020 | Liberation Magazine
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UNBS
UGANDA NATIONAL BUREAU OF STANDARDS
QUALITY IS LIFE, LIFE IS QUALITY

UNBS annual perfomance highlights for FY 2018/19
Our core mandate is to develop, promote and
enforce standards to ensure competitiveness of
locally manufactured products and to protect
the health and safety of consumers and the
environment against substandard products.
Over the past one year, we undertook activities
in accordance with approved work programmes
and budget. The activities were aimed at
improving competitiveness of Ugandan
products on the market, ensuring accuracy in
measurement systems to promote fair trade
and improving public awareness on quality
standards.

847 MSMEs trained
619 MSMEs visited
1,350 certified products against a target of

3,000 permits.

28 management systems certification
permits issued against a target of 35.

2.2 Standards Development

2.0 Improved competitiveness of locally
manufactured products to access
export market

UGX 47.8B total approved budget for FY
2018/19

UGX 26.5B from Non Tax Revenue.
94.8% of the budget was released
51.8% growth in exports to the EAC region
1,339 MSMEs seeking certification were

2.3 Laboratory Product Testing
UNBS laboratories are internationally
accredited which means the test results are
recognised globally.

17,770

Laboratory Product Tested against a
target of 15,000.

3.0 Ensuring quality products on the
market
We undertook a number of activities in
enforcing standards to ensure that we have
quality products on the market and to
protect the health and safety of consumers.
We still have challenges in the prevalance
of the substandard goods on the market
especially from the informal business. The
prevalence while showing a downward trend
still remains high thus calling for more efforts
in consumer vigilance, market information
sharing, partnership at local governments and
consumer awareness.

447 consignments were denied entry into
Uganda

28 motor vehicles denied entry into Ugandan

registered

222 tonnes of a variety of substandard
products were destroyed.

UNBS E-SERVICES
Certification Information
Management System (CIMS)
You can Apply online for product
certification and track the application
progress until you get an electronic
permit.
https://cims.unbs.go .ug

Human Resource Information
Management System
It is used as an internal information
sharing platform and for performance
appraisal. Externally it is used for
online Job application

E-Portal for imports clearance
It facilitates faster clearance of
goods thus reducing the turn
around time for clearing imports.
https://eportal.unbs .go.ug

Truck verification system (E-Rig)
It allows UNBS staff to carry out
faster verification of oil tankers
and ensure accuracy in
measurement of bulk meters

Webstore
Clients are able to buy standards
online without having to incur transport
costs for visiting UNBS offices.
https://webstore .unbs.go.ug
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Support
It allows clients to register complaints
as part of UNBS effort to increase
public participation in the fight against
substandard products on the market.
https://support.unbs.go.ug/

Laboratory Information
Management System (LIMS)
It allows clients to monitor progress
of samples submitted for laboratory
analysis up to the time when the final
results are issued.
https://lims.unbs.go.ug
UNBS mobile app
Download UNBS mobile app from
Google Playstore to access all the
e-services on one platform.

Toll-free 0800 133 133
OFFICES
HEAD OFFICE: Plot 2 - 12, Bypass Link,
Bweyogerere Ind. Business Park, Kyaliwajala Rd,
P. O. Box 6329 Kampala, Uganda
Telephone: 0417 - 333 250,
0417 - 333 251, 0417 - 333 252

Gulu | Jinja | Katwe | Lira | Mbarara | Mbale
UNBSug

@UNBSug

0713 227580

Aggressive
iIndustrialization

T

By Nelson Muhoozi

Achievements have
been realized; there are
24 steel industries with
an installed capacity of
1.7m tons from 866,000
tons per annum five
years ago, 4.43 million
MT per annum, an
improvement from two
million MT five years
ago and 130,000 bales
equivalent to 24,050
tons of cotton per year
respectively.

he promotion of local goods
and services’ consumption,
promotion of conformity to
standards to guarantee quality
goods and services and provision of capacity
building programs to local suppliers of
goods and services are some of Buy Uganda
Build Uganda Policy (BUBU) objectives.
Government formulated BUBU Policy
through the Ministry of Trade, Industry and
Cooperatives. It was approved by Cabinet
in 2015 to promote local content and local
providers of both goods and services.
With its implementation, the following
DFKLHYHPHQWV KDYH EHHQ UHDOL]HG WKHUH DUH
24 steel industries with an installed capacity
of 1.7m tons from 866,000 tons per annum

ÀYH\HDUVDJRPLOOLRQ07SHUDQQXP
DQLPSURYHPHQWIURPWZRPLOOLRQ07ÀYH
\HDUV DJR DQG  EDOHV HTXLYDOHQW WR
24,050 tons of cotton per year respectively.
“We need to divest ourselves of parasitic
middlemen and leeches to businesses,”
Kyambadde said. She appealed to local
contractors to deliver quality on time, in
the required quantities and meet standards
so they have an advantage during public
bidding.
She noted at the launch of the First Uganda
Contractors and Providers Summit at
Kampala Serena Hotel on November 12th 2019 under the theme, Buy Uganda Build
Uganda from a contractors’ perspective.
The
middlemen
promise
quick
breakthroughs to gullible contractors, and
“Make bidding expensive, by asking for
money at every bidding step, frustrating the
break even.”
7KHÀUVW8JDQGDQSODWIRUPKDVEHHQFUHDWHG
for contractors to network and collaborate,
ÀQG VROXWLRQV WR WKH FKDOOHQJHV WKH\ IDFH
and build and support Ugandan owned
enterprises.
Gaster Bukenya, a representative of Uganda
contractors and providers, said they seek
to create a platform to develop skills that
can enable local contractors be part of the
procurement cycle. He added that local
contractors’ challenges impact on their
performance.

Promoting Uganda’s trade interests

“They are important in creating jobs, and
enabling social and economic development.
They, however, need to grow into the main
contractors, having stepped up in quality
and quantity,” Bukenya said.
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9KERHEƶWHMZIVWMǻIHIGSRSQ]I\TERHW

The public and corporate affairs manager
at Uganda Revenue Authority, Vincent
Seruma, local contractors needs to comply
with the tax system. “For non-compliance
with the tax system, contractors will miss out
on tenders, yet one could grow and enter the
regional and African Continental Free Trade
Area through the bidding process. Prepare
for these markets,” Seruma said.
According to the Executive Director of the
Public Procurement and Disposal of Public
Assets Authority (PPDA), Government
VKRXOGFUHDWHDSROLF\RQORZFRVWÀQDQFLQJ
that can enable local contractors get funds
through Uganda Development Bank.
Benson Turamye says upon winning the
contracts, the funds the small and medium
enterprises receive should pay the loans.
The PPDA Act provides for preference
and reservation schemes, giving advantages
to local contractors and enterprises to
outcompete foreign bidders on the pricing
element by small margins.

through public sector procurement, where
over 55 per cent of the budget is delivered
through public procurement, an area of a
high incidence of bribery, according to the
World Bank.
Pheona Wall, Vice President, Uganda Law
Society, said “with Africa’s future tagged
among the most impressive continental
features on the globe, there is need for
increase partnership and digitization of
business.
According to Pheona, the SMEs need to
leverage available tools, the internet and
partnerships to upscale their businesses.
There is need for SMEs to digitize their

operations so as to favourably compete on
the international market.
7KH &KLHI  ([HFXWLYH 2IÀFHU RI  WKH
Chamber of Commerce for SMEs Beatrice
Alyanata stated that what will catapult SMEs
from their current situation is appreciation
of regional integration, internet of things
and leveraging technology to be able to
trade beyond borders.
Alyanata added that SMEs need to do
some strategic things like legalizing their
operations, digitize their business and
embrace partnerships to position themselves
well for the available local and international
opportunities.

He noted that these advantages are met
when the local contractors have passed the
preliminary and technical requirements of
the tender. He said tenders of Shs 45b and
below are reserved for local providers. While
tenders for the provision of consultancy
services of Shs 1b and less are reserved for
local consultants.
)RUHLJQÀUPVZLQQLQJWHQGHUVDUHUHTXLUHG
WRVXEFRQWUDFWSHUFHQWWRORFDOÀUPVWR
promote wealth creation, technology and
skills transfer.
On foreign direct investment, Turamye said
WKUHH LQGXVWULHV ZHUH VSHFLÀFDOO\ WDUJHWHG
GXULQJ WHQGHUV SKDUPDFHXWLFDO WH[WLOH DQG
electrical industries, with preference to
products produced locally.
President Yoweri Museveni had issued a
directive requiring furniture to be procured
locally. ‘BUBU’ policy has guidelines which
are soon turning into regulations. They will
LPSOHPHQW DIÀUPDWLYH DFWLRQ IRU \RXWK
women, persons with disabilities and
disadvantaged groups. Online tendering
SURPRWHV HIÀFLHQF\ UHGXFHV WUDQVDFWLRQ
costs, bureaucracy, delays and corruption.
Moses Kyambadde, the managing partner of
Beautiful Partners, noted that government
VSHQGV D VLJQLÀFDQW DPRXQW RI  PRQH\
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Isimba Dam (183KW) is commissioned. Electricityis critical in industrilisation.

“Our role is to provide information that will
empower the SMEs to realize their business
potential locally and internationally, by
utilizing platforms like the Continental Free
Trade Area, to boost Uganda’s local business
growth.
Former Works minister Eng. Monica Azuba
wants local contractors to be given road
projects of short distances to tarmac to
enable them build capacity. “We need to take
deliberate steps to give construction jobs to
Ugandans, jobs of 10km to 20km,”
$]XEDQRWHGGXULQJWKHRSHQLQJRI WKHÀUVW
Uganda Contractors and Providers Summit
at the Kampala Serena Hotel. Representing

President Yoweri Museveni, the minister
VDLG ORFDO ÀUPV FDQQRW FRPSHWH ZLWK
IRUHLJQ ÀUPV LQ LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRPSHWLWLYH
processes. They are sub-contracted for low
SD\LQJWDVNVHDUWKZRUNVDQGVPDOOEULGJHV
construction, not high-value contracts and
big projects.
Alex Kakooza, the permanent secretary of
the Ministry of Education and Sports, urged
WKH ÀQDQFH PLQLVWU\ WR HQJDJH WKH :RUOG
Bank to allow contracting of local expertise
under Buy Uganda, Build Uganda (BUBU)
policy.
The World Bank and African Development
%DQNGRQRWUHFRJQL]H%8%8SROLF\:RUOG

Bank has cancelled the grant to build 84
schools under the Uganda Teacher and
School Effectiveness Project using ‘BUBU’
policy and hiring local contractors.
According to the Finance minister Matia
Kasaija, the government spends over Sh 10
trillion on various infrastructure projects,
but many of these were taken up by
IRUHLJQ ÀUPV .DVDLMD VDLG KH ZLOO UHTXHVW
the World Bank to relax its requirements
for international competitive bidding,
adding that the government was losing
large amounts of money due to delayed
implementation of projects through paying
interest on project loans.
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Manufacture & Repair of High
Voltage Distribution Transformers
BACKGROUND
Transmax Uganda Limited was incorporated in 2010 and commenced
operation immediately thereafter. The main business of the company is
Manufacturing and Repairing of Distribution Transformers with a team of
multi-disciplined professional Engineers whose objective is to provide
solutions that assist clients achieve their business and project goals.
:HVSHFLDOL]HLQLGHQWL¿FDWLRQRIUDZPDWHULDOVGHVLJQGHYHORSPHQW
UHJXODULQVSHFWLRQWHVWLQJLPSOHPHQWDWLRQRI4XDOLW\0DQDJHPHQW
Systems and validation before it is taken in for production.
Our customer-centric approach has helped us achieve over whelming success
not only in Ugandan market but also in Congo, South Sudan and Rwanda to
name but three. We are sure of our unique business model, work practices,
and culture of quality and excellence in everything we do together with good
relationships with business associate to a newer height. This ultimately has
paved our way to a new growth trajectory and horizon of success. Transmax
Uganda Limited’s consistent strategic direction is poised to project a
recognizable organization across the world in the near future. No one moves
alone in any story. Similar is the case with our growth story. Our customers
have shown tremendous support to our growth story and without them, National
means nothing. Let’s all join hands together to bring new area of power industry,
where “Together We will add Power to Life”, and where “Smart solutions will be
basis for Strong Relationships”.
In Uganda, Transmax Uganda Limited processes Distribution transformers of
KLJKTXDOLW\WR¿WLQWKHIROORZLQJYROWDJHOHYHOVRIN9DQGN9IRUPHGLXP
YROWDJH 09 VLGHDQG9WRJHWKHUZLWK9IRUORZYROWDJH /9 
sides.
OUR VISION
To be the number one choice for customers requiring
distribution transformer in Uganda and all
over the world.
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Located in Block 106 Plot 163, Nakyesanja - Kawanda,
T: (+256) 312 517426 | Mob: (+256) 772 939714 | (+256) 712 428624
E: transmax.ugltd@gmail.com | info@transmaxug.com | W: www.transmaxug.com
P. O. Box 32110 Kampala - Uganda

LISTED BELOW ARE SOME OF OUR CLIENTS
WHOM WE WHOLEHEARTEDLY APPRECIATE
FOR SUPPORTING US DURING THE COURSE
OF OUR EXISTENCE:
 Uganda Electricity Distribution Company
Limited.
 Kilembe Investments Limited
 M &T Constructions Limited
 :(15(&2:HVW1LOH5XUDO(OHFWUL¿FDWLRQ
Company Limited
 UMEME Limited
6.

Kalangala Infrastructure Services Limited

7.

Bundibugyo Energy Cooperatives Services
Limited

8.

Dott Services Uganda Limited

9.

Dapto Investment Limited

 Haso Engineering services Limited
 .\H\HJZD5XUDO(OHFWUL¿FDWLRQ&RRSHUDWLYHV
Society Limited
 Power Africa Uganda Limited
 Precise Technical Services Limited
 Megger Technical Services Limited
 9LFWRULD1LOH3ODVWLFV/LPLWHG

PAST/HISTORICAL PERFORMANCE
7UDQVPD[8JDQGD/LPLWHGLVKDSS\WRFRQ¿UPWKDWLWKDVWDNHQRYHUUHSDLURIGLVWULEXWLRQ
transformers in Uganda and neighboring countries from other companies because of our
excellent quality results.
All units sold have never been returned as faulty.
)LHOGIROORZXSLQGLFDWHWKDWN9$ORDGHGWR$DUHGRLQJYHU\ZHOO

 Kiri Bottling Company Limited

FUTURE PLANS

 China Railways Seventh Group Limited

 ([SDQGWKHSUHVHQWRQH  DFUHRIODQGWRWZR  DFUHV

 Super Agro Food Industries Limited
 China Wu Yi Projects Limited
 Rusekere Tea Growers Factory Limited
 International Energy Technique Limited

 Repair / produce for bigger market like Umeme Limited, UEDCL. Ferdsult, WENRECO,
Kilembe Investments, Private companies, individuals and other companies
 Partner with other foreign companies as investors.

 C & G Andijes Group Ltd
 and many others
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BAMZEE ENGINEERING CO. LTD.
For all Electrical, Mechanical, Civil Engineering Solutions & Services

B

amzee Engineering Company Limited
LVDQHQJLQHHULQJÀUPWKDWXQGHUWDNHV
JHQHUDOHQJLQHHULQJZRUNVDQG
VHUYLFHVWKXVQHZOLQHFRQVWUXFWLRQ
DQGUHIXUELVKPHQWVXSJUDGHFRQVWUXFWLRQDQG
UHIXUELVKPHQWVXSJUDGHRIVXEVWDWLRQV
7KHFRPSDQ\RIIHUVOLQHPDLQWHQDQFHVHUYLFHV
WR8PHPH´:HEXLOGQHZOLQHVLQNHHSLQJ
ZLWKWKHFOLHQW·VSULRULWLHV&RQVLGHULQJWKDWWKH
ZRUNLVODERXULQWHQVLYHFDOOLQJIRUPXFKFDVK
LQSXWZHUHWDLQXSWRVWDIIVDQGZHDUH
VDWLVÀHGWKDWWKURXJKWKHLQWHUYHQWLRQVRIZKLFK
ZHDUHSDUWSRZHUVXSSO\LVLQWKHORQJUXQLV
EHLQJVWDELOLVHGµ5DVKLG0]HHDGLUHFWRURIWKH
FRPSDQ\VD\V
7KHPRELOLVDWLRQLQYROYHVWKHVHWWLQJXSRIODERXU
FDPSVUHOLDEOHDQGDSSURSULDWHPHDQVRI
SHUVRQQHODQGHTXLSPHQWWUDQVSRUWIRUSURMHFWV
LQIDUÁXQJSDUWVRIWKHFRXQWU\
0]HHQRWHVWKDWDVDPDWWHURIFRPSDQ\·V
SROLF\ZRUNPHQ·VVDIHW\DQGLVIXOO\FRPSOLHG
ZLWK7KLVLVLQDGKHUHQFHWRWKHODERXUJXLGHOLQHV
UHTXLULQJKXPDQHODERXU,WDOVRDGKHUHVWR
HQYLURQPHQWDOSUHVHUYDWLRQJXLGHOLQHV
)XUWKHU0]HH·VZHOFRPLQJRIWKH33'$$FW
´,WLVDFRPSHWLWLRQOHYHOOLQJIDFWRU,WPLQLPLVHV
FRUUXSWLRQDQGWRDFHUWDLQH[WHQWWKH33'$$FW
LVHIIHFWLYHDVWKHDVVRFLDWHGELGGLQJIROORZVWKH
VHWJXLGHOLQHVµ

Jungles will never stop them;
determined to power the whole country.

0]HHLVQRQHWKHOHVVLUNHGE\WKHORZTXRWDWLRQV
WKDWWKHLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRPSDQLHVRIIHU
,WLVKRZHYHUHQFRXUDJLQJWKDW8JDQGD
Electricity Transmission Company Limited
8(7&/ 8PHPH8JDQGD(OHFWULFLW\*HQHUDWLRQ
&RPSDQ\DQG(VNRPDUHDOO33'$JXLGHOLQHV
FRPSOLDQWDQGSOD\E\WKHUXOHV
7KHFRPSDQ\LVDOVRZRUNLQJZLWK8JDQGD3ROLFH
)RUFHWRLQVWDOOWKH<$.$RQDKXJHEDVH7KH
SURMHFWLVWKHÀUVWRILWVNLQG7KHLQVWDOODWLRQRI
WKHVPDUWDQGLQWHOOLJHQWPHWUHLWUHPLQGVWKH
FXVWRPHUZKHQWRSD\DQGDOVRFRPPXQLFDWHV
ZLWKWKHVHUYLFHSURYLGHU
,WKDVDOVREHHQUHWDLQHGDPRQJWKHFRPSDQLHV
WKDWNHHSWKHFLW\OLWDURXQGWKH\HDU
FRQWULEXWLRQWRDFRQVWDQWDQGVWDEOHVWUHHW
OLJKWLQJVXSSO\

WORKING HOURS
Mon – Sat
8:00am – 11:00pm

40

Liberation Magazine | 2020

ADDRESS:
Plot 52 Kampala Road
Level 5 King Fahad Plaza.
Plot 1684 Block 224
Kibuli Mbogo Road.

CALL:
+256414232203
+256772483751
WhatsApp: +256752520318
Email: bamzeengco@gmail.com
Website: www.bamzeeng.com

SHOWROOM
6th Street Industrial Area - Kampala. Plot No: 147-153.
Tel: +256 393 130 068, +256 393 130 666
Email: sales@chintuganda.com

SHOP
Duster Street, Plot. No. 4. Nakasero - Kampala
Teddy’s Shops & Appartments. Shop No. K42.
Tel: +256 392 266 552, +256 794 277 570
Email: vincent-wei@chintuganda.com

Global Operation in over 130 Countries
Switch to the best

CHINT Uganda

www.chintuganda.com
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Parliament
Reflecting NRA’s inclusive ideals
“Parliament has not
catered for the critical
needs of the population.
The budgetary
allocations to the health
and
education
sectors
Parliament
has not
are
less than
what
is
catered
for the
critical
required,
they are
needs of yet
the population.
critical
areas. This
takes
The budgetary
allocations
the health
and
ustoback
to the
argument
education
sectors
are less
that our leaders have
what isfor
required,
nothan
concern
the
yet
they
are
critical
areas.
common person, the
This takes us back to
public services end user,”
the argument that our
Ms.
Faridah
leaders
haveNakabugo,
no concern
Rubaga
South
for the commonCouncillor.
person,
the public services end
user.

Ms. Faridah Nakabugo,
Lubaga South Councillor.
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President Yoweri Museveni addressing East African
Legislative Assemble session in Kampala.

U

ganda’s Parliament has held
its annual Parliamentary week,
one among the activities that
kick-start the New Year. This
activity is one in which the legislature prides
as it directly links the legislators to their
constituents.
“Parliament will be accessible to the public
to experience and learn about its workings.
The public will participate in a plenary
sitting and discuss issues of concern to
them, which the legislators will take on
for elaborate discussion,” Ms Kadaga
told journalists at the unveiling of the
programme for this year’s Parliamentary
week.
The 2020 Parliament Week featured
engagements with the public through
YDULRXVDFWLYLWLHVDQLQWHUIDLWKSUD\HU
service, a Public Parliament in which
participants from the public become ‘MPs’
for a day, stakeholders’ dialogue and tours
of the National Assembly.

The public also gets an opportunity to
meet and interact with their representatives,
and facilitates the latter’s orientation of
the former on the legislative and whatever
other roles are required of people’s
representatives.
The speaker’s remarks mirror the
legislature’s constitutional independence
and expected commitment to serve to the
people by enacting the laws that govern
smooth and developmental management of
the affairs of the state.
Bunyole West County MP Hon. James
Waluswaka says the Parliamentary week
LVUHÁHFWLYHRI WKH150JRYHUQPHQW
achievements, whose core principle
is inclusive leadership. This activity is
indicative of NRM’s readiness to engage
the public at whatever level in planning for
the country.
´,WLVIXOÀOPHQWRI WKH15$·VSURPLVHV
when it took power in 1986. Public
SDUWLFLSDWLRQLQOHJLVODWLQJLVFULWLFDOWKH

7IǼIGXMRK37&ƶWMRGPYWMZIMHIEPW

reason they are engaging with us. This is
unique to this parliament,” he says.
Waluswaka elaborates that before a critical
law is passed, the public are sought to
facilitate the legislators’ arrival at informed
SROLFLHVVRPHOHJLVODWLYHFKDQJHVKDYH
eased parliament’s legislative function.
+HVD\VWKH\LQFOXGHWKHRIÀFHRI WKH
Prime Minister, the Leader of Opposition
in Parliament, the Government Chief Whip
DQGWKH2SSRVLWLRQ&KLHI :KLSWKH\DUH
critical in serving the people.
However, among the public who attended
the Parliamentary week, some argue
that while the NRM is credited with the
prevalence of a modicum of freedom and
participation in legislature, parliament is yet
to gain full independence.
They argue that whereas the legislature is
expected to arrive at independent decisions,
on several occasions, the MPs have been
compromised and served the interests of
the president.
With the year 2017 amendment of the
Constitution to remove the age cap for
the person seeking to run for presidency,
“It is sad that the MPs were used to serve
the interests of an individual, betraying
the trust of the people of Uganda. Most
people have lost trust in the legislature
since their representatives do not respect
their voters’ concerns. Parliament has lost
credibility,” says Ibrahim Ssemanda, of
Mityana, a participant in the Parliamentary
week.

Ms. Nakabugo is concerned that the MPs’ much exhibited interest is in
lobbying for increments in their emoluments, rather than in meaningful
budgetary allocations to the critical socio-economic sectors; education,
health and agriculture.
“Parliament has not catered for the critical
needs of the population. The budgetary
allocations to the health and education
sectors are less than what is required, yet
they are critical areas. This takes us back
to the argument that our leaders have no
concern for the common person, the public
services end user,” Ms. Faridah Nakabugo,
Lubaga South Councillor.
Ms. Nakabugo is concerned that the MPs’
much exhibited interest is in lobbying for
increments in their emoluments, rather than
in meaningful budgetary allocations to the
FULWLFDOVRFLRHFRQRPLFVHFWRUVHGXFDWLRQ
health and agriculture.
The NRA took power in 1986, following
the ouster of a UPC government and
hence the Fourth Parliament whose
majority membership was constituted by
Uganda People’s Congress (UPC) with the
Democratic Party (DP) in the opposition.
Under the NRM, parliament membership
has been multiplied a few times,
considering the creation of more districts
and constituencies, and hence the number
of legislators.

150RIÀFLDOVDUJXHWKDWQRWZLWKVWDQGLQJD
few challenges parliament has faced under
its watch, it has lived to its (NRM) billing
in respect of, among others, inclusive
leadership, promotion of democratic
practices, and formulation of policies.
They also dismiss claims that parliament
is a rubberstamp of President Museveni’s
interests. Mr. Ibrahim Manzil is the
,QIRUPDWLRQ2IÀFHUDW8JDQGDSDUOLDPHQW
under the Department of Communication
and Public Affairs. He says Parliament’s
evolution over the years has yielded many
achievements.
Manzil says, “There is always a thorough
self-audit through the Annual Legislative
Sector Review where the MPs and
parliament’s overall performance is
assessed. This is conducted in a transparent
PDQQHUIRUWKHEHQHÀWRI WKHSXEOLFDQG
media.”
He says the Parliament week is important
for its demonstration of the institution’s
transparency and receptiveness. Such
engagements facilitate a coherent approach
to tackling the challenges affecting the
electorates.

Bunyole West County MP Hon. James Waluswaka
says the Parliamentary week is reflective of the NRM
government achievements, whose core principle is
inclusive leadership. This activity is indicative of
NRM’s readiness to engage the public at whatever level
in planning for the country.
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Strategic crops production

Agriculture Cluster
Development Project

T

he
Agriculture
Cluster
Development Project (ACDP)
is a six-year development project
implemented by the Ministry of
Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries.
Funded by the World Bank, it arose from
the need to implement the ministry’s
comprehensive plan to operationalize the
Agriculture Sector Development Strategy,
the Investment Plan 2011/12-2014/15
and the Agriculture Sector Strategic Plan
2015/16-2019/20.
Implemented in 12 geographical clusters
covering 57 districts, it targets development
RI  ÀYH FRPPRGLWLHV RI  PDL]H ULFH EHDQV
cassava and coffee.

OBJECTIVE
The project’s development objective is
“To raise on-farm productivity, production,
and marketable volumes of selected agricultural
FRPPRGLWLHV LQ VSHFLÀHG JHRJUDSKLFDO FOXVWHUVµ
6SHFLÀFDOO\WKHSURMHFWDLPVWR
Increase
on-farm
production,
productivity and marketable volumes of
maize, beans, cassava, rice and coffee.
Raise farm and agribusiness incomes
while lowering traction costs for target
commodities.
,QFUHDVH EHQHÀWV IRU SDUWLFLSDWLQJ
KRXVHKROGVWKURXJKLPSURYHGHIÀFLHQF\
of farm operations, large volumes of
farm production and more favourable
prices for inputs and marketable
products.

HON. VINCENT BAMULANGAKI SSEMPIJJA,
2&&.+QMRMWXIVEHZSGEXIWJSVTVSTIV&()5
MQTPIQIRXEXMSR

COVERAGE
The project is implemented in 12 clusters in 57 districts as illustrated below
Cluster
District
Commodities
Cluster
District
Masaka
Maize and Robusta coffee
Apac (including Kole)
Mpigi
Cluster 7 Oyam
Cluster 1
Rakai
Lira (including Dokolo)
Kalungu
Kabarole
Iganga
Maize and rice
Cluster 8 Kamwenge
Cluster 2 Bugiri
Kasese
Namutumba
Kyenjojo-Kyegegwa
Pallisa
Rice and Cassava
Cluster 9 Mubende
Cluster 3 Tororo
Kibaale
Butaleja
Hoima
Cluster 10
Kapchorwa
Maize and Arabica coffee
Masindi-Kiryandongo
Cluster 4 Bukwo
Ntungamo
Mbale
Cluster 11 Kabale
Soroti
Rice
Bushenyi+Isingiro
Nebbi
Cluster 5 Serere
Kumi
Cluster 12 Arua (incMaracha)
Cluster 6
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Rice, beans and robusta coffee
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Yumbe

Commodities
Rice, beans, cassava and robusta
coffee
Maize and coffee (Robusta and
Arabica)
Maize, beans and Robusta coffee
Maize, rice and Robusta coffee
Beans and Robusta coffee
Cassava and Arabica coffee

&KVMGYPXYVI(PYWXIV)IZIPSTQIRX5VSNIGX

BENEFICIARIES
&RUHEHQHÀFLDULHVRI WKHSURMHFWDUH
farmers, especially smallholders, and other
value chain actors at the local, district
and national level. These include farmers’
associations, cooperatives, and a variety of
private sector actors.
The project works with approximately,
$UHDEDVHG&RPPRGLW\&RRSHUDWLYH
Enterprises (ACCEs) representing about
5XUDO3URGXFHU2UJDQL]DWLRQV
(RPOs).
These RPOs represent about 450,000
farming households, of which 180,000 are
producers of maize (50 percent of these
also produce beans),
95,000 are producers of beans,
40,000 are producers of rain-fed upland
and rain-fed lowland rice,
110,000 are producers of Robusta and
Arabica coffee, and
25,000 are producers of cassava
COMPONENTS
ACDP is implemented under four
FRPSRQHQWVDQGVXEFRPSRQHQWV
&RPSRQHQW6XSSRUWIRU,QWHQVLÀFDWLRQ
of On-Farm Production.
This supports the operation and
management of an e-Voucher system
and provision of subsidies to project
EHQHÀFLDULHVIRULQFUHDVHGDFFHVVWRDQGXVH
of improved agro-inputs.
&DSDFLW\ EXLOGLQJ IRU EHQHÀFLDULHV DQG WKH
stakeholders of supply side of agricultural
input markets.
The component has three sub-components
of:
1. Sub-component 1.1. e-Voucher
Program.
2. Sub-component 1.2. Capacity Building
IRU7DUJHW%HQHÀFLDULHVDQG)DUPHU
Organizations.
 6XEFRPSRQHQW'HYHORSPHQWRI 
Agricultural Input Markets.
Component 2: Value Addition and
Market Access.
This supports activities and investments to

improve capacities of Farmer Organisation
to manage post-harvest activities through
acquisition of equipment and development
facilities.
In addition, it supports measures to
eliminate bottlenecks and trouble spots in
rural access roads critical for the movement
of farm produce to markets and postharvest
handling facilities.
It has three sub-components:
1. Sub-component 2.1. Capacity Building
for Producer Organizations and Value
Chain Actors.
2. Sub-component 2.2. ACCE-level
Warehousing, Value addition and
Marketing.
 6XEFRPSRQHQW)DUP$FFHVV
Roads and Choke Points at Community
Level.
Component 3: Policy, Regulatory and
Institutional Support.
This component supports the strengthening
of the regulatory function of MAAIF.
This component also supports preparatory
activities (studies) for future investments in
lowland irrigation schemes, development
of capacity for collection and management
of agriculture statistics and control and
management of fall armyworm.
The component has four sub-components
of:
1. 6XEFRPSRQHQW3ROLF\DQG
Regulatory Functions.
2. 6XEFRPSRQHQW$JULFXOWXUDO:DWHU
Management Investments.
 6XEFRPSRQHQW$JULFXOWXUDO
Statistics.
4. 6XEFRPSRQHQW0DQDJHPHQWRI 
Fall armyworm.
Component 4: Coordination and
Management, and ICT Platform.
7KLV FRPSRQHQW VXSSRUWV WKH ÀQDQFLQJ
of incremental operating costs for the
Project Coordination Unit, Cluster MultiStakeholder platforms and District
Coordination
Teams
to
undertake
monitoring and evaluation activities, and
impact evaluation studies. The component
is also responsible for developing and

implementing
web-based,
geo-tagged
ICT platforms for learning, knowledge
management, and stakeholders’ feedback.
The component has three sub-components:
1. Sub-component 4.1. National, Cluster
and District Coordination.
2. Sub-component 4.2. Monitoring and
Evaluation and Impact Evaluation.
 6XEFRPSRQHQW  :HEEDVHG *HR
tagged ICT Platforms.
THE E-SUBSIDY PROGRAM
The e-subsidy program is one of the
core mandates of the project. Farmers
contribute towards the purchase of key
inputs to intensify production of one of the
prioritized commodities, on one acre of their
farms and improve post-harvest handling
through investing in farm-level storage. The
instrument for providing a time-bound,
partial, and diminishing matching grant
for the purchase of key farm inputs is the
e-Voucher.
Eligible farm households receive an
e-Voucher covering part of the expense in
the purchase of a group of inputs (fertilizer,
seed, on-farm storage, access to technical and
market information). Each farm household
FKRRVHV D VSHFLÀF FRPELQDWLRQ RI  LQSXWV
purchased through the e-Voucher system
from the menu of eligible inputs through
ICT tools (including mobile phones),
support to farmers for agro-input purchase
in three-cropping cycles, and is implemented
through the e-Voucher system.
Contributions to the cost of inputs are made
according to the following Government:
)DUPHU UDWLR  SHUFHQW VHDVRQ RQH
SHUFHQWVHDVRQWZRDQGSHUFHQW
for season three.
The smart subsidy is time bound and
declines through three crop cycles. The
SURMHFWDOVRSURYLGHVLQSXWVVHHGVIHUWLOL]HUV
pesticides and mechanization. The private
sector ensures that inputs reach the farmers,
bringing in a key element of production,
quality inputs and establishing input stores
in the villages.
Access to the inputs is through a sevenstep-voucher process:
Step 1: Registration and enrolment

2020 | Liberation Magazine

45

of farmers and agro-input dealers on the
e-voucher system.
Step 2: Farmer deposits a portion of cash
contribution as a sign of commitment on his/
her wallet.
Step 3: Farmer places an order on the
e-voucher system
Step 4: Agro-input dealer stocks up based on
orders received in his/her area.
Step 5: Farmer completes cash contribution
based on order.
Step 6: Government contribution is loaded
onto the farmer’s wallet.
Step 7: Payment of agro-input dealer and
receipt of input by farmers
MATCHMAKING GRANTS
Sub-component 2 . 2 (ACCE-level
Warehousing, Value addition, and Marketing).
One of the focuses of the project is to support
investments by Producer Organisations in
organizational and community-level postharvest handling and management.
This includes handling, grading, bulking and
VWRUDJHDQGSURFHVVLQJIRUYDOXHDGGLWLRQ
The mechanism for this support is a matching
JUDQWÀQDQFLQJ DQGE\IDUPHU
organizations). This is in respect of the
cost of the purchase of tools, equipment,
machinery and services, to scale up and
improve the effectiveness with which producer
organisations carry out these functions
including the construction of community
primary storage facilities.
2QHKXQGUHGDQGWZHQW\WKUHH  )DUPHU
Organisations were recommended for the grant
award by Grants Management Committee and
DOVRDSSURYHGE\0LQLVWU\7KHEXVLQHVV
plans that have been recommended for award
have provided list of investments.
They include: processing machines (coffee
and rice hullers, millers, bean sorters, coffee
roasters, threshers, cassava chippers, cassava
compressors, solar and multi-grain biomass
GU\HUVDPRQJRWKHUV VKHOWHUIRUPDFKLQHU\
and storage facilities. Energy: generators,
electricity connection and installation.
Accessories: computers, moisture meters,
weighing scales, thematic bags, tarpaulins,
SDFNDJLQJPDWHULDOVDÁDWR[LQNLWV7UDQVSRUW
facilities: trucks, tricycle/motorcycles. Training
and capacity-building for effective business
investments management.
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&()5JEVQIVMR'YKMVMWLS[GEWIWSǺLMWQEM^IGVST
EJXIVETTPMGEXMSRSJJIVXMPM^IV

PROJECT ACHIEVEMENTS
Registration: 118,444 farmers registered
in 24 pilot cluster districts representing
RI WKHWDUJHWHGSURMHFWEHQHÀFLDULHV
The farmers enrolled into the e-voucher
V\VWHP LQFUHDVHG IURP   IDUPHUV
0D\ WR PDOHVDQG
IHPDOHV UHSUHVHQWLQJRI WKH
WDUJHWEHQHÀFLDULHV
Enrolment will increase with the second
UROORXWLQ'HFHPEHUWRGLVWULFWV
 IDUPHUV UHFHLYHG LQSXWV 
IHPDOH DQLQFUHPHQW  IURPWKH
9,240 farmers in the last season (Season
A 2019) in the 18 pilot cluster districts.
 FKRNHSRLQWV RQ  URDGV DORQJ
 NP KDYH EHHQ LGHQWLÀHG DQG
prioritized for rehabilitation in the 17
Roll-Out districts
 $JURLQSXW GHDOHUV KDYH EHHQ
accredited to provide services to farmers
under the project.
Agribusiness matchmaking expo was

held at Namboole on November
18, 2019. It facilitated contractual
SDUWQHUVKLSV EHWZHHQ WKH VHOHFWHG 
agribusiness producer organizations and
suppliers of post-harvest management
and agro processing equipment and
services.
7KH ÀUVW VHW RI  )DUPHU 2UJDQLVDWLRQV
are expected to receive grants in January
2020.
The e-voucher management system
IDLOXUHVDUHUHVROYHGPRELOHPRQH\XVH
for payments has been added to the
e-Voucher system. It mitigates banking
system challenges.
 IDUPHUV IURP  YLOODJHV LQ
ÀYH SLORW GLVWULFWV KDYH EHHQ UHJLVWHUHG
using the farmers ’registers.
With Extension Workers and LC1
Chairpersons support, all Parish Chiefs
will continuously capture this data at the
district level.

The author, Janet Cox Achora (PhD), is a Communication and Knowledge
Management Specialist at Agriculture Cluster Development project in the Ministry
of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries.
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The Management and Staff of China Huangpai Food Machines (U) Ltd congratulates
H.E General Yoweri Kaguta Museveni and all Ugandans upon this 34th NRM Anniversary.

2

1

SOME OF THE PROJECTS WE HAVE ACCOMPLISHED

3

1. Supplied, Installed, trained and commissioned
a 160T/Day wheat processing plant with a steel
structure for Maganjo Grain Millers Uganda
Limited.
2. Construction of a 6TPH Mango processing
plant in Yumbe district under NAADS.
3. Supplied, Installed, tested and commissioned a
QT10 Automatic Block Making Machine for
Roko Construction Limited.
4. Supplied, Installed, Tested and Commissioned
of a 140T/Day Wheat Processing plant for
WHEATCO INDUSTRIES LTD.

Tel: 0393 261682, 0393 265318, 0783429605, 0783 891355, 0783 870562
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4

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, ANIMAL INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES

BUKALASA AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE
P. O. BOX 174, WOBULENZI – LUWERO – UGANDA
Motto: Agriculture for Health and Wealth
Bukalasa Agricultural College '&( was established by then
the colonial government in 1920 as a cotton breeding center.
It has since then metamorphosed into an agricultural training
institute with a strong reputation in training frontline agricultural
extension workers as well as a home to many household names
of academicians, administrators, researchers and leaders.

To date it is the only public agricultural college in the country
producing middle-cadre Crop and Livestock extension workers.

MISSION

VISION

$OHDGLQJWUDLQLQJLQVWLWXWLRQLQVNLOOLQJDJULFXOWXUDO
SURIHVVLRQDOVSUDFWLWLRQHUVDQGDJURHQWUHSUHQHXUV

CORE VALUES

BAC is a fully government-owned institution under Ministry of
Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries 2&&.+ registered
under Universities and Other Tertiary institutions Act, (2001)
enacted by parliament as Act 7.

7RWUDLQDQGVNLOOXVLQJLQQRYDWLYHDSSURDFKHVIRU
VXVWDLQDEOHDJULFXOWXUDOWUDQVIRUPDWLRQ

'LYHUVLW\DQGLQFOXVLRQ,QWHJULW\$FFRXQWDELOLW\,QQRYDWLRQ7HDPZRUN

Currently, with support from Government of Uganda and World
Bank under Uganda Skills Development Project (USDP), BAC is
undergoing transformation into a Center of Excellence (CoE) in
Agriculture and Agro-processing training.

4. Diploma in Horticulture
5. Diploma in Human Nutrition and Dietetics

'YOEPEWE&KVMGYPXYVEP(SPPIKIX[MRRIH[MXL)EPLEYWI
9RMZIVWMX](EREHEERHGEQIYT[MXLXLIJSPPS[MRK
programmes;

IPJTSRWSVIH +YPPXMQI]IEVW
1. (IVXMǻGEXIMR&KVMGYPXYVI
2. (IVXMǻGEXIMR&RMQEP-YWFERHV]
3. (IVXMǻGEXIMR-SVXMGYPXYVI
4. (IVXMǻGEXIMR-SQI*GSRSQMGW (SQQYRMX]3YXVMXMSR
5. (IVXMǻGEXIMR&KVMGYPXYVEP2IGLERM^EXMSR

1. Diploma in Crop Production & Business Management
2. Diploma in Livestock Production & Business Management
3. Diploma in Agri-Processing.

COLLEGE ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES
&HQMWWMSRWXEOITPEGIMR+IFVYEV]IEGL]IEVJSVGIVXMǻGEXI
programmes and September for diploma programmes.

DIPLOMA PROGRAMS
IPJWTSRWSVIH,SZIVRQIRX ]IEVWJYPPXMQI
1. Diploma in Agriculture
2. Diploma in Animal Husbandry
3. Diploma in Agribusiness

Joseph Sserwanga (Deputy Principal) takes a team of MSU-Michigan State
University through Bukalasa Agricultural College banana plantation.

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR DIPLOMA
8LI9KERHE&HZERGI(IVXMǻGEXISJ*HYGEXMSR[MXLEXPIEWXSRI
principal pass in essential Biology, Chemistry or Agriculture
and two subsidiary passes in Physics, Maths, Geography, Food
and Nutrition. A pass in desirable subject (Sub-maths, General
Paper and Computer Studies) is an added advantage.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFICATE
8LI9KERHE(IVXMǻGEXISJ*HYGEXMSR[MXLEWGSVISJEXPIEWX
passes in essential Biology, Chemistry or Agriculture, English or
Maths (Home Economics).

Bukalasa Agricultural College farm
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President Museveni on aguided tour of Soroti Fruit Factory in April,
2019. He was accompanied by Trade and Industry minister, Hon.
Amelia Kyambadde. (PPU-Photo)

The country continues to
suffer from skilled labor
shortages, especially in
services delivery and
manufacturing, and the
many business climate
challenges that undermine
competitiveness; heavy
burdens of regulations in
respect of registration and
obtaining of trading licenses
and a high administrative
burden of taxes.

Headed to economic
self-sustenance
By Nelson Muhoozi

U

ganda has substantial natural
resources, including fertile
soils, regular rainfall, substantial
reserves of recoverable oil, and
small deposits of copper, gold and other
minerals.
Agriculture is the most important sector of
the economy, employing 72 per cent of the
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workforce, whereas rudimentary farming
methods, fake inputs and weather vagaries
cap farmers’ productivity.
Statistics show that GDP from Agriculture
LQ8JDQGDLQFUHDVHGWR8*;
Billion in the second quarter of 2019 from
6KV%LOOLRQLQWKHÀUVWTXDUWHURI 
2019.
Earlier, GDP from agriculture averaged
Shs 2,917.51 billion from 2008 until 2019,

-IEHIHXSIGSRSQMGWIPJWYWXIRERGI

UHDFKLQJDQDOOWLPHKLJKRI 8VKV
billion in the third quarter of 2012 and a
record low of Ushs1,994.51 Billion in the
ÀUVWTXDUWHURI 
This has in part been facilitated by
innovation which has unlocked farmers’
DFFHVVWRÀQDQFHDQGYLDEOHVXVWDLQDEOH
markets hence unlocking endless farming
possibilities over a period of approximately
26 years.
According to Pricewatershouse Coopers
Uganda, agriculture has for several
years formed the backbone of Uganda’s
HFRQRP\FRQWULEXWLQJDSSUR[LPDWHO\
per cent of the Growth Domestic Product
(GDP).
However, the country’s export revenue
VXIIHUHGDPDMRUVOXPSGXHWRWKHFRQÁLFW
in South Sudan. Its recent recovery is
largely due to record coffee harvests,
accounting for 16 per cent of exports. Gold
accounts for 10 per cent of the exports.
Overall, a number of supply-side
FRQVWUDLQWVLQFOXGLQJLQVXIÀFLHQW

Overall, a number of supply-side constraints, including
insufficient infrastructure, lack of modern technology in
agriculture, and corruption, hampers the productivity of
Uganda’s small industrial sector that is dependent on
imported inputs.

infrastructure, lack of modern technology
in agriculture, and corruption, hamper the
productivity of Uganda’s small industrial
sector that is dependent on imported
inputs.
Since 2016, Uganda’s economic growth has
slowed, with the growth of government
spending and public debt. The national
budget is dominated by energy and road
infrastructure spending, whereas the
economy relies on donor support for
long-term growth drivers, inclusive of
agriculture, health and education.
The largest infrastructure projects are
H[WHUQDOO\ÀQDQFHGWKURXJKFRQFHVVLRQDO

ORDQVEXWDWLQÁDWHGFRVWV$VDUHVXOWGHEW
servicing for these loans is expected to rise.
The instability in South Sudan has led
to a sharp increase in Sudanese refugees
and disruption of Uganda’s main export
market.
Uganda has one of the lowest
HOHFWULÀFDWLRQUDWHVLQ$IULFDRQO\SHU
cent of Ugandans have access to electricity,
10 per cent in rural areas. However, by
the end of 2018/19, the government
had increased electricity access to 28 per
FHQWWKURXJKRYHUFRQQHFWLRQV
annually.
Goal seven of the United Nations

2S^EQFMUER5VIWMHIRX+MPMTI3]YWM[MXLGSYRXIVTEVX=S[IVM
Museveni, after discussions of defense, trade and tourism.
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-IEHIHXSIGSRSQMGWIPJWYWXIRERGI

Sustainable Development Goals to which
Uganda is party “is to ensure access to
affordable, reliable sustainable and modern
energy for all.”
In respect of the macroeconomic
performance, real GDP growth in 2018
ZDVHVWLPDWHGDWSHUFHQWXSIURP
SHUFHQWLQLQGXVWU\ SHU
cent) and services (8.2 per cent) growth
were considerable contributions, while
agriculture grew at 4.5 per cent.
Greater investment in public infrastructure
was the main growth driver, while the
FXUUHQWDFFRXQWUHJLVWHUHGDGHÀFLWGXHWR
growing imports of capital goods, thereby
obstructing growth.
7KHÀVFDOGHÀFLWZLGHQHGWRDQHVWLPDWHG
4.7 per cent in 2018, largely driven by
ongoing public infrastructure investments
supported by borrowing from external and
domestic sources. The country’s debt-toGDP ratio was estimated at 40.0 per cent in
2018, while the external debt was 28.1 per
cent of GDP.
The 2017 debt sustainability assessment
indicates that Uganda is at a low risk of
GHEWGLVWUHVV,QÁDWLRQIHOOWRDQHVWLPDWHG
SHUFHQWLQGXHPDLQO\WRORZHU
IRRGLQÁDWLRQDQGSUXGHQWPRQHWDU\SROLF\
Despite the government’s recent large
public infrastructure investments, the
quantity and quality of transport, water
and sanitation, energy and agriculture
infrastructure remain inadequate to meet
the country’s economic transformation and
development objectives.
According to Hon. David Bahati, the
minister of State for Planning, Uganda has
lost about 50 per cent of public resources
allocated to infrastructure development
WRSRRUSURMHFWPDQDJHPHQWLQHIÀFLHQW
planning, inadequate capacity, cultural or
ethical misalignment and disabilities in the
procuring process.
He noted that projects are the basic
development building blocks, the reason
Parliament seeks to recommend the
amendments to reduce the procurement
cycle to three months.
:LWKRXWVXFFHVVIXOSURMHFWLGHQWLÀFDWLRQ
preparation and implementation,
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GHYHORSPHQWSODQVDUHPHUHZLVKHV
developing nations would stagnate or
regress.
+HLGHQWLÀHGWKHODFNRI VRXQGVWUXFWXUHG
and professional project management
techniques in the existing delivery models
as the most glaring and critical gaps in
nation building.
Maurice Barigye, the president of
the Uganda Chapter of the Project
Management Institute, said the country
ODFNVFHUWLÀHGSURMHFWPDQDJHUVZKLFK
is costly to Uganda’s infrastructure
development as project management is not
UHFRJQL]HGDVDFHUWLÀHGSURIHVVLRQ
Bahati contended that, “This is where we
have not been performed well with 12 per
cent of our GDP invested in infrastructure,
yet the manner in which these investments
are managed is very important.”

2MRMWXIVSJ8VEHI.RHYWXV]
ERH(SSTIVEXMZIW-SR&QIPME
0]EQFEHHI

´2XWRI WKHORDQVWKHJRYHUQPHQWKDV
processed through parliament, only three
have succeeded due to lack of capacity,
poor preparation, inexperienced project
managers and inaccurate cost estimations,”
Bahati added.
The country also continues to suffer from
its skilled labor shortages, especially in
services delivery and manufacturing, and
the many business climate challenges that
XQGHUPLQHFRPSHWLWLYHQHVVKHDY\EXUGHQV
of regulations in respect of registration
and obtaining of trading licenses and a
high administrative burden of taxes. Public
investment management is affected by weak
institutional and human capacities that
often lead to project delays.
Whereas the country remains highly
vulnerable to adverse climate changes,
including long droughts and long heavy
rains, agriculture remains a strategic
opportunity for spearheading the
government’s development objectives.
The country continues to post high
economic growth and price stability driven
by prudent macroeconomic policies.
Moreover, its strategic location allows it to
be accessible to Central and East African
markets, including Common Market for
Eastern and Southern Africa members,
making it a possible transportation,
logistics, and transit hub for regional trade.

Uganda has one of the
lowest electrification
rates in Africa - only 22
per cent of Ugandans
have access to
electricity, 10 per cent
in rural areas. However,
by the end of 2018/19,
the government had
increased electricity
access to 28 per cent,
through over 300,000
connections annually.

34

th
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Uganda’s diversified
economy expands
Analysts say Uganda’s factories were operating below installed
capacity: only ten of 83 establishments the Ministry of Planning and
Economic Development surveyed in 1985 were operating at more than
30 percent. Twenty-nine had no output whatsoever.

O

By Kabona Esiara

Government’s elaborate
privatization programme
threw open the gates
to the opportunities
hitherto closed to the
private sector, particularly
in the infrastructure
development sector. The
most cited opportunities
were in construction; in
particular air, road and
rail transport investment
challenges, with offers of
exciting opportunities.

n account of the NRM
government’s correct stand,
and by ensuring security of
persons and property, as well
as supporting private enterprises, Uganda’s
GDP has been growing at the rate of
IRUWKHODVW\HDUVµDFFRUGLQJWR
President Yoweri Museveni.
The statement is premised on the National
Resistance Movement (NRM) private sector
dominated mixed economy development
strategy, which has accelerated Uganda’s
transformative journey over the years.
Economists say a mixed economy is a
blend of elements of market with planning
HOHPHQWVLWLVDEOHQGRI IUHHPDUNHWVZLWK
state interventions, or private enterprise
with public enterprise.
This blend/mix has created more jobs, the
HFRQRP\KDVH[SDQGHGDQGGLYHUVLÀHG
buttressing the country from global markets
shocks.

These gains have been a subject of
discussion at the celebrations marking the
th NRM ascendancy to power. According
WRWKHSDUW\·VRIÀFLDO7ZLWWHUDFFRXQW
Uganda’s economy has grown by eight
times since 1986, on account of the 4,820
factories established.
This is an indication that a mixed economy
has facilitated the private sector’s growth,
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which had been stunted prior to the NRM
interventions. “Factories are employing
DQGWKHVHUYLFHVHFWRUPLOOLRQ
Ugandans. In total, 2.2 million Ugandans
are employed,” according to the NRM
RIÀFLDO7ZLWWHUDFFRXQW
$SDSHU´3RVW&RQÁLFW5HFRYHU\LQ
Uganda,” by two researchers Frank
Warnock and Patrick Conway for World
Bank Institute, Washington, D.C. gives
a summary of the state of Uganda’s
economy.
The analysts say Uganda’s factories were
operating below installed capacity: only
RI HVWDEOLVKPHQWVWKH0LQLVWU\
of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development surveyed in 1985 were
RSHUDWLQJDWPRUHWKDQSHUFHQW7ZHQW\
nine had no output whatsoever.
When the NRM took power, the country
was a net importer of all manufactured
goods. For one, the sugar industry which
had once produced enough to satisfy
domestic demand and export to nearby
countries had literally collapsed.

8LIGSQQMWWMSRMRKSJERI\TERHIHSYXLIVR7ERKI3]ER^E1XHXI\XMPIWJEGXSV]

Copper production virtually ceased in
1977, and the Kilembe mines closed, an
illustration of the suffering the industrial
sector experienced, as a consequence of the
country’s unrest and economic doldrums.
&WMERW7IXYVR

Cotton yarn production has increased many times over (Western
Uganda Cotton Company Photo)

These gains have been a subject of discussion at the
celebrations marking the 34th NRM ascendancy to
power. According to the party’s official Twitter account,
Uganda’s economy has grown by eight times since 1986,
on account of the 4,820 factories established.

Some of the Ugandan Asians, the
backbone of the Ugandan economy
whom Idi Amin had expelled in 1972, had
KRQRXUHGDJRYHUQPHQWLQYLWDWLRQ
to return. Among their repossessions were
industrial concerns and other forms of
strategic real estate.
The Madhvanis, proprietors of the
Madhvani Empire and the Mehtas of
WKH0HKWD*URXSZHUHDPRQJWKHÀUVW
returnees. They resuscitated Kakira
Sugar Works, the Nile Breweries, and
East Africa Steel Works among others.
The Madhvanis have since invested in
sugar, biomass energy, ethanol, matches,
packaging, insurance, construction, steel,
tea, communication, horticulture, software,
properties, hotels and resorts. They employ
more than 10,000 Ugandans.

Garment production at Fine Spinners Ltd.
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9KERHEƶWHMZIVWMǻIHIGSRSQ]I\TERHW

For their part, the Mehtas groups
FRPSULVHVPDQXIDFWXULQJ
DJULFXOWXUHÀQDQFH
sugar, horticulture, cement, plastics,
alcohol, insurance, consulting, industrial
machinery with assets in excess of US$400
million.
The Madhvanis attracted South Africabased SABMiller for a stake in Njeru Townbased Nile Breweries. Under the NRM, the
investment climate has attracted MTN and
Celtel Telecoms, Shoprite, Kasese Cobalt
and Coca-Cola, the obvious amongst a
host of others that also came for a piece of
Ugandan investment cake.
Government’s elaborate privatization
programme threw open the gates to the
opportunities, hitherto closed to the private
sector, particularly in the infrastructure
development sector. The most-cited
RSSRUWXQLWLHVZHUHLQFRQVWUXFWLRQLQ
particular air, road and rail transport
investment challenges, with offers of
exciting opportunities.
5VMZEXM^EXMSR

The combination of incentives and policy
changes in favour of facilitating private

This is an indication that a mixed economy has facilitated the private sector’s
growth, which had been stunted prior to the NRM interventions. “Factories are
employing 700, 000, and the service sector 1.3 million Ugandans. In total, 2.2
million Ugandans are employed,” according to an NRM official tweet account.
sector investments in Uganda has gradually
been paying off, with government’s creation
of space for the private sector to tap into
the emerging investment opportunities.
Estimates indicate that Uganda had had no
less than 146 state-owned enterprises, with
PDMRULW\KROGLQJVDQGHLJKWPLQRULW\
state holdings. Thus, by 2004, about twothirds of some of 140 public enterprises
had been reposed to private hands.
0LOWRQ2ERWH·VÀUVWJRYHUQPHQWKDG
also acquired a 50 per cent stake in the
petroleum companies operating in the
country, and 40 per cent equity in British
banks, translating into 78 nationalised
enterprises. Among the effects were jitters
among the capitalists with strong business
interests in Uganda.

It is reported that on this basis, they
sponsored the January 25, 1971 coup
led by Maj. General Idi Amin, the
beginning of real disaster. On August
4, 1972, Amin expelled Asians from
Uganda, accusing them of “sabotaging
Uganda’s economy and encouraging
corruption.” The action effectively
plunged the economy into crisis
as commerce, trade and industry literally
ground to a halt.
On account of diverse prudent economic
and monetary policy interventions inclusive
of the consistence of price stability and
VXSSRUWWRVXVWDLQHGQRQLQÁDWLRQDU\
economic growth over the medium
term, Uganda has achieved a degree of
macroeconomic stability.
Vast improvements have been made on
WKHLQÁDWLRQIURQWDVUHGXFHGÀVFDOGHÀFLWV
and restrictions on government borrowing
IURPWKH%DQNRI 8JDQGDEURXJKWLQÁDWLRQ
WREHORZSHUFHQWE\DIDUFU\IURP
the 200 percent rate in the mid-1980s.
Prior to 1986, Uganda had been
V\QRQ\PRXVZLWKHFRQRPLFVKDPEOHVWKH
roads, railways, hospitals, and schools had
either been destroyed or were dilapidated.
5HDOSHUFDSLWD*'3DW86ZDV
percent of its level in 1971. The average
annual rate of growth from 1965 to 1985
was 2.6 percent, the lowest in the world at
that point.

1EJEVKI-MQEƶWPEYRGLSJERMQTVSZIHERHIǽGMIRXFVERHYTEWIX
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“The only sector that substantially grew
in this period was the government. The
nonmonetary sector (primarily agriculture)
remained resilient throughout the turmoil
up to 1986. Indeed, most Ugandans
relied on subsistence for the basic
means of survival,” said Warnock and
Patrick Conway for World Bank Institute
Washington, DC.

2020 | Liberation Magazine

57

Commissioning of a water processing plant;
EU - Uganda in cooperation
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Immunisation against a variety of diseases is critical in health care delivery (WHO photo).

President Museveni has
asked the Minister of Local
Government to consult
the different stakeholders
and interrogate the UPE
relevance. The directive
has sparked debate on
UPE and USE credence.
This is not helped by the
criticism of Uganda’s
education system as being
theoretical. Analysts argue
it is among the triggers
for unemployment in the
country.

The gaps

Social services
delivery 34yrs on

T

he NRA’s overriding objective in
its quest for power, which drove
it to insurgency and culminated
into the 1986 triumph, was to
ensure a dispensation of socio-economic
services to the people.

services and the rehabilitation of warravaged areas was among the ideals of the
NRA’s 10-point programme, giving hope
to Ugandans whose resilience had been
sapped over the years of turbulence and
paralysis.

Restoration and improvement of social

The education system, health services
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59

SGMEPWIVZMGIWHIPMZIV]]VWSR

and transport infrastructure development,
among others, had broken down and
whereas the NRA toasts to many
achievements in the provision of social
services to Ugandans, some gaps ought to
be closed.
Statistics from Water.org, a global nonSURÀWRUJDQLVDWLRQLQGLFDWHWKDWSHU
cent of Ugandans lack access to safe water
while 82 per cent lack access to improved
sanitation facilities. These are compounded
the poor housing facilities, low literacy
levels and diseases outbreaks.
Minister of Water and Environment Sam
Cheptoris says whereas the access to clean
water is among NRM’s priorities, every
Ugandan can possibly access clean water
by 2040. The ministry has strategies for
improving water quality across the country,
“We have drawn plans which will make
a difference when government allocates
funds. Many diseases are associated with
GLUW\ZDWHUZKLFKLVZKDWZHDUHÀJKWLQJ
and ensuring that the people are safe.”
The minister elaborated that the villages
with at least one safe water source increased
from 57,585 (64 per cent) in FY 2016/17
to 57,974 (66 per cent of all villages) in FY
2017/18. Access to safe drinking water in
the urban water increased to 74 per cent in
2018, from 71 per cent.
To ensure connectivity to clean water,
the water and sanitation management of
National Water and Sewerage Corporation
1:6& FRYHUDJHKDVVSUHDGWRWRZQV
and still spreading.
,QWKHKHDOWKVHFWRURIÀFLDOVDWWKH0LQLVWU\
of Health say national health programmes
have been implemented in line with the
NRM manifesto, which underscores better
health services to Ugandans.
2IÀFLDOVDOVRVD\WKHPLQLVWU\·VFRUH
objective is to provide the highest level
of health services to all Ugandans
through preventive, curative, palliative and
rehabilitative health facilities at all levels.
The minister, Dr. Jane Ruth Aceng says
all health-related programmes are geared
to implementing the NRM manifesto.
Government has achieved much against
diseases, with the extension of health
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services to the grassroots people.
The health ministry’s current focus is
RQSUHYHQWLYHLQWHUYHQWLRQVFRPPXQLW\
mobilization and empowerment,
immunization, sanitation / hygiene, malaria
prevention and control, HIV /AIDS, noncommunicable diseases and nutrition
among others.

1

The ministry is also posting
Community Health Extension
Workers (CHEWs) to all parishes to
monitor and promote community
health activities. This is to establish
and strengthen the community health
workers program.
It is part of the national health system
to bring services closer to communities,
ensuring equitable community and
household-centred health care services’
distribution.
“When it comes to essential medicines,
vaccines and health supplies, the health
ministry has instituted control mechanisms
to prevent drug pilferage in the supply
chain and at health facilities. Relevant
control tools for management of stocks
have been developed. We have increased
supervision, inspection, and auditing
of medicine together with the health
monitoring unit and Local Governments to
curtail theft of drugs,” the minister said.
The minister also said her ministry has
transparent systems for handling all
corruption-related cases among her
PLQLVWU\·VRIÀFLDOV7KHPHDVXUHVUDQJH
from the disciplinary, including speedy
prosecution of culprits.
Disguised as a patient at the Chinese-built
Naguru hospital in the year 2017, Hon.
Sarah Opendi netted hospital staff who
demanded for money in exchange for the
services under their charge. The Minister
said the measures since instituted have
reduced drugs thefts and other forms of
corruption.
Whereas in the year 1997, the NRM
government introduced Universal Primary
Education (UPE), giving all Ugandan
children free primary education at no cost,
the aim was to increase literacy levels in the
country.

When it comes to
essential medicines,
vaccines and health
supplies, the health
ministry has instituted
control mechanisms to
prevent drug pilferage
in the supply chain
and at health facilities.
Relevant control tools
for management of
stocks have been
developed.

2

&TTEVIRXP][IPPIUYMTTIH95*WGLSSP 93.(*+5LSXS
2. The provision of safe water and ensuring social hygienic practices is critical in ensuring the wellbeing of the people (UNICEF Photo)

The president also argued that Ugandans
have a right to education and hence it needs
to be free, enabling the parents who could
not afford the cost of education to send
their children to school.
This is one of the NRM government’s
major education reforms, notwithstanding
the criticism it has attracted, “for crippling
and stunting the education system.”
Ten years on, government also introduced
Universal Secondary Education (USE) in
2007 to allow those who had graduated
from primary education to join secondary
for free.
However, the president has asked the
minister of Local Government to consult
the different stakeholders and interrogate
the UPE relevance. Mr. Museveni’s
directive has sparked a debate on UPE
and USE credence. This is not helped

The villages with at least one safe water source
increased from 57,585 (64 per cent) in FY 2016/17 to
57,974 (66 per cent of all villages) in FY 2017/18. Access
to safe drinking water in the urban water increased to
74 per cent in 2018, from 71 per cent.
by the criticism of Uganda’s education
system as ‘theoretical’, which education
analysts argue, is among the triggers of
unemployment in the country.
Uganda’s education through primary,
secondary and university or college takes
16 years, which experts argue are too many.
It needs an overhaul to focus on courses
tailored to problem-solving, or those with
ready employment market.
In the year 2019, the World Bank asked
8JDQGDJRYHUQPHQWWRVFUDS3/(

government spends much on children who
later drop out of school before completing
primary seven. The World Bank proposed
that the children should rather join lower
secondary and proceed with continuous
assessment.
The state minister for primary education,
Ms Rosemary Sseninde Nsubuga, said
government will in due course pronounce
itself on the matter, “it will take much
consultation for a decision to be taken.”
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THE REPUBLIC UGANDA

MINISTRY OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENT

WATER AND SANITATION DEVELOPMENT FACILITY - CENTRAL
,Q¿QDQFLDOFRRSHUDWLRQZLWK$IULFDQ'HYHORSPHQW%DQN

T

he institutional framework for the Water and Environment sector comprises of the
Ministry of Water and Environment and its deconcetrated structures including Water
and Sanitation Development Facility South-West, East, North and Central. These were
established countrywide and are responsible for developing water supply and sanitation
systems in Small Towns and Rural Growth Centres.

&XUUHQWO\WKH:DWHU
DQG6DQLWDWLRQ
'HYHORSPHQW)DFLOLW\
&HQWUDO :6')& 
RSHUDWHVLQWZHQW\
QLQH  WRZQVZKLFK
DUHFOXVWHUHGLQWR
WZRPDMRUUHJLRQV
QDPHO\&HQWUDODQG
:HVWHUQ

Currently, the Water and Sanitation Development Facility Central (WSDF-C) operates in twenty
nine (29) towns which are clustered into two major regions, namely; Central and Western. For
effective coordination of activities, the Facility has successfully delivered a number of projects
using a mix of consultants and in-house expertise.
In order to achieve this, a number of interventions have been embraced including: Water
Supply, Sanitation, Environment, and Cross-Cutting Issues such as gender, HIV/AIDS and good
governance.
Wealth Creation’s key objective is to create a system that facilitates effective socio-economic
transformation with a focus on raising household incomes for poverty eradication and
sustainable wealth creation. The Ministry of Water and Environment through WSDF-C also
aims at improving the socio-economic situation and opportunities through its activities as
highlighted below:

WSDF - CENTRAL KEY HIGHLIGHTS SINCE INCEPTION (2010)
1.
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Completed Water Supply Projects in
Buganda/Central Region:
Budongo [7,634], Bukomansimbi [10,050],
Buvuma [3,739], Bweyale [11,400],
Gomba [21,760], Kabembe-KalagiNaggalama [22,422], Kakiri-Namayumba
[22,875], Kako [7,478], Kakooge [4,186],
Katuugo [2,302], Kiboga[11,812], Kiganda
[6,186], Kikyuusa [10,575], Kinogozi
[4,450], Kiwenda [6,300], Kyabadaza
[6,959], Kyamulibwa [10,471], Migeera
[4,327], Najjembe [9,900], Namulonge
[6,300], Nkoni [6,870], Ntwetwe [7,284],
Sekanyonyi[ 8,816], Wakiso[20,000],
Zigoti[7,361].

2.

Western Region:
Kyakatwanga-Nyamarwa [3,713],
Kakumiro[6,964], Ssunga[5,243],
Bugoigo[7,000], Walukuba[3,200] and
Butiaba[2,800].
In addition to this, construction is
on-going in the towns of KayungaBusaana, Busiika-Bugema, Butenga,
Kawoko, Kakunyu, Kiyindi, Kasambya,
Kikandwa, Bamunanika and Kagadi. In
line with this, a number of designs have
been completed and procurement for
contractors reached advanced stages in
Rural Growth Centres of Kyankwanzi.

WSDF

Regional Faecal Sludge Management Facility
No. Town

District

Status

1.

Kayunga

Kayunga

Construction
Complete

2.

Kiboga

Kiboga

99%

3.

Nakasongola

Nakasongola

80%

In addition to this, there is construction of 100 public waterborne toilets in selected beneficiary towns. In order to ease
the said FSM facilities, WSDF-C acquired three Cesspool
Trucks having a capacity of 10,000 litres each consisting
2,000 litres of water within the system to flush. This will
purposely help assist in de-sludging and transportation
of sludge from beneficiary towns to designated treatment
facilities/disposal facilities.

Environmental and Social Aspects
WSDF-C is committed to preserving water sources
mainly from pollution and unreliable water availability.
The Facility has carried out sensitization exercises on
the exigency of protecting catchment and water source
protection measures being undertaken for water sources
for the water supply systems.
Establishment of tree nursery beds in the beneficiary
communities / towns of Kabwoya, Zigoti and Sekanyonyi.
This has empowered women and youth to emulate what is
being done in their homes.

The team inspecting the 200cm3 twin reservoir concrete tank on
Kakunyu-Kiyindi Piped Water Supply and Sanitation System.
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REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

MINISTRY OF WATER AND ENVIRONMENT
CENTRAL UMBRELLA OF WATER AND SANITATION
E-mail: central.umbrella2011@gmail.com
VISION:

ToEHWKHOHDGLQJSURYLGHURIZDWHUDQGVDQLWDWLRQVHUYLFHVLQ8JDQGD

MISSION:

7RSURYLGHVXVWDLQDEOHDIIRUGDEOHDQGUHOLDEOHVDIHZDWHUDQGVDQLWDWLRQVHUYLFHVZLWKXWPRVWFXVWRPHU
VDWLVIDFWLRQ

M

LQLVWU\ RI :DWHU DQG (QYLURQPHQW 0:(  ÀUVW
HVWDEOLVKHG 8PEUHOOD 2UJDQL]DWLRQV WR VXSSRUW
RSHUDWLRQ DQG PDLQWHQDQFH RI SLSHG ZDWHU VXSSO\
VFKHPHVLQVPDOOWRZQVDQGUXUDOJURZWKFHQWUHVWKH\
ZHUHPDQGDWHGWRVXSSRUWDOOSLSHGZDWHUVFKHPHVLQXUEDQRU
UXUDODUHDV

19KM Water Extensions works underway Kabembe-KalagiNagalama in Kyampisi Sub-County-247 new customers to
be connected, targeting villages of Kasayi –Kiyunga, Dungu,
Nalya-Bunyiri, Bulijjo, Mabuye, Mbaliga, Katega and Kalagala

+RZHYHU GXH WR PDQDJHPHQW RSHUDWLRQ DQG PDLQWHQDQFH
LVVXHV LQ GLIIHUHQW WRZQV 0:( FDUULHG RXW  UHIRUPV WKDW VDZ
XPEUHOODRUJDQL]DWLRQVJD]HWWHGDV:DWHU$XWKRULWLHVWRGLUHFWO\
PDQDJHGLIIHUHQWZDWHUVXSSO\V\VWHPVWKDWZHUHSUHYLRXVO\XQGHU
ORFDO JRYHUQPHQW PDQDJHPHQW 8PEUHOOD RUJDQL]DWLRQV KDYH
QRZWDNHQRYHUPDQDJHPHQWRIPRVWRIWKHZDWHUVXSSO\V\VWHPV
DFURVV WKH FRXQWU\ EXW IRU V\VWHPV VWLOO XQGHU ORFDO JRYHUQPHQW
PDQDJHPHQW XPEUHOOD RUJDQL]DWLRQV DUH VWLOO SURYLGLQJ 2 0
VXSSRUW
&HQWUDO8PEUHOODRI:DWHUDQG6DQLWDWLRQLVD3XEOLF:DWHU8WLOLW\
WKDWZDVJD]HWWHGLQWR:DWHU$XWKRULW\LQ$XJXVWWRFDUU\RXW
GLUHFWPDQDJHPHQWRIWKHVPDOOWRZQVDQGUXUDOJURZWKFHQWUHV
DQG LV FXUUHQWO\ PDQDJLQJ 84 3LSHG :DWHU 6XSSO\ V\VWHPV RXW
of 108 WRZQV WKDW ZHUH JD]HWWHG IURP WKH 26 GLVWULFWV VHUYLQJ D
SRSXODWLRQRI986,957LQLWVDUHDVMXULVGLFWLRQ

BOTTOM: Installaation of Pro-Poor prepaid Public taps in all
towns under CUWSA underway

CHALLENGES
 $JLQJ LQIUDVWUXFWXUH VRPH SLSHG ZDWHU V\VWHPV KDYH
VXUSDVVHG WKHLU GHVLJQ SHULRG ZKLFK KDV HVFDODWHG KLJK
ZDWHUORVVHVKHQFHQHHGIRUWRWDORYHUKDXO
 +LJK GHPDQG IRU ZDWHU VHUYLFHV LQ GLIIHUHQW FRPPXQLWLHV
+HQFHQHHGWRH[SDQGV\VWHPVWRRWKHUXQVHUYHGDUHDV
 5DPSDQW YDQGDOLVP RI ZDWHU V\VWHP FRPSRQHQWV DQG
ÀWWLQJV
 3RRUVDQLWDWLRQVWDQGDUGVRQWKHLVODQGVRI.DODQJDOD
GLVWULFW7KHUHLVQHHGWRFRQVWUXFWXVHUIULHQGO\SXEOLF
VDQLWDWLRQIDFLOLWLHVRQDOOLVODQGVLQ.DODQJDODGLVWULFW
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CENTRAL UMBRELLA OF WATER AND SANITATION

ACHIEVEMENTS REGISTERED SINCE TAKEOVER:
ACHIEVEMENT

REMARKS

01

Improved functionality of
water systems

0RVWRIWKHWRZQVWKDWZHUHXQGHUNH\
DQGORFNKDYHVLQFHEHHQUHVWRUHG
DQGDUHQRZIXOO\IXQFWLRQDO

02

Reduction in Water
Losses (NRW)

2YHU8,500ZDWHUPHWHUVKDYHEHHQ
UHSODFHGWRFRXQWHUZDWHUORVVHV
0DMRUUHSDLUVKDYHDOVREHHQFDUULHG
RXWLQVHYHUDOWRZQV

03

Increased Water
Coverage through
Extension and
Connections

$WRWDOGLVWDQFHRI219.73NPKDVVRIDU
EHHQH[WHQGHGDWWUDFWLQJ2,245 new
FXVWRPHUVLQ349QHZYLOODJHV

04

Increased water
resources through
drilling new production
wells

1HZSURGXFWLRQZHOOVWRERRVWZDWHU
VXSSO\KDYHEHHQGULOOHGLQWKHWRZQV
RI1D]LJR.DQJXOXPLUD0DVXOLWD
.DPX]LQGD%XNRPHUR/ZDEHQJH
.DWHQGH1DNLUHEH=LJRWL6HNDQ\RQ\L
%XVXQMX1DPD\XPEDDQG.DWXXJR
'HVLJQVIRUGHYHORSPHQWRIWKHVH
SURGXFWLRQZHOOVKDYHDOVREHHQ
FRPSOHWHG

05

Increased storage
capacity for towns with
inadequate storage

,QVWDOODWLRQRIQHZELJJHUFDSDFLW\
UHVHUYRLUV P KDYHDOUHDG\
FRPPHQFHGLQWKHWRZQVRI
1DNDZXND0DVXOLWD3ODQVXQGHUZD\
WRLQVWDOODQHZUHVHUYRLULQ1DNLUHEH
WRVHUYHG.DWHQGH1DNLUEHDQG
.LULQJKHQWH1DNLIXPD.LELEL1D]LJR
.DQJXOXPLUD1DPXOXJZHDQG
1DNLUXEL

06

Improved Sanitation
and Hygiene through
provision of cesspool
emptier services

1HZ)HFDOVOXGJHIDFLOLWLHVKDYHEHHQ
FRQVWUXFWHGLQ.\RWHUDWRVHUYHVRPH
SDUWVRIJUHDWHU0DVDND.D\XQJD
WRVHUYH&HQWUDOGLVWULFWVDQG.LERJD
DQG1DNDVRQJOD under construction)
WRVHUYH%XQ\RURVXEUHJLRQDQG
1DNDVRQJRODDUHDV&8:6$LVDOVR
UXQQLQJFHVVSRROHPSWLHUVHDFK
VWDWLRQHGDWDIHFDOVOXGJHVLWH

07

Reviewed water tariffs in
all to towns

TOP: Drilling of new production wells in various towns of
Nazigo, Kangulumira, Namayumba, Bukomero, Masulita,
Katende-Nakirebe, Zigoti, Sekanyonyi and Busunju
completed

Inset: Sanitation and Hygiene Promotion among domestic
households, institutions, commercial premises through
provision of cesspool empting services

7DULIIVLQDOOWRZQVXQGHU&HQWUDO
8PEUHOODKDYHEHHQUHYLHZHG7KH
WDULIIVFXUUHQWO\FKDUJHGGHSHQGRQ
WKHWHFKQRORJ\RIWKHZDWHUV\VWHP
 *UDYLW\)ORZ6FKHPHVDUH
FKDUJLQJSHUFXELF
 6RODUSXPSLQJV\VWHPVFKDUJLQJ
SHUFXELF
 *ULGSXPSLQJV\VWHPVFKDUJLQJ
SHUFXELF
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Uganda, Kenya and
Tanzania investment
in an oil pipeline
and standard gauge
railway, the recently
created standby
military force and
the sharing of
intelligence to curb
terrorism, rebellion
and organized crime
are manifestations of
the NRM government’s
commitment to
regional cooperation

Perfecting regional
cooperation
By Wandera w’Ouma

D

ebated and agreed to in 1984, the
NRM’s ten-point programme,
sought to “usher in a new era of
governance that would contrast
with the pre-NRM long-suffering the people of
Uganda had endured.”

To streamline trade and entrench regional integration, border barriers have been removed.
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It pledged a peaceful, democratic future and
DQHIÀFLHQWGHOLYHU\RI VHUYLFHVDQGHFRQRPLF
opportunities, to all citizens and free from
corruption.
Point number nine of the NRM’s ten-pointprogramme is typical of its leadership’s
enduring disdain for bad governance,
“dictatorships impede progress because they

5IVJIGXMRKVIKMSREPGSSTIVEXMSR
stop debate on development and allow
nincompoops to remain in power, doing
whatever damage they are capable of.
“The people are too frightened to comment
on the omnipotent rulers, who have the
power of life and death over every citizen.
The rulers squander national resources and
violate human rights with impunity.”
The NRM has largely attained the regional
cooperation President Museveni pledged to
Ugandans in the ten-point programme and
his subsequent development programmes.
However, according to Ofwono
Opondo, Uganda Media Centre head
and chief government spokesman, some
challenges remain as he told Liberation
Magazine.
Ofwono stressed that on the local and
international scenes, the NRM has
GHOLYHUHG+HVLQJOHRXWWZRSURMHFWV
whose worth he says is close to US$7bn,
DVFUHGLWWRWKHIXOÀOPHQWRI 1DWLRQDO
Resistance Movement (NRM)’s ten-point
programme.
They are the East Africa Community
member states’ joint oil and railway
investments, which are designed to boost
trade, development and strengthen regional
cooperation.
“Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania investment
in the oil pipeline and the standard gauge
railway, the recently created standby military
force and the sharing of intelligence to
curb terrorism, rebellion and organized
crime are manifestations of the NRM
government’s commitment to regional
cooperation,” he said.
Uganda’s stretch of the Standard Gauge
Railway, intended to replace the old
DQGOHVVHIÀFLHQWPHWUHJDXJHUDLOZD\LV
planned to link Kenya, Rwanda, the Congo
Democratic Republic and South Sudan.
When built, it will ease the movement
of freight from the port of Mombasa to
Kampala, and subsequently to Kigali in
Rwanda, and to Beni in the Congo
Democratic Republic and also
Nimule and on to Juba in South Sudan.
In the meantime, an upgraded meter
gauge railway line is expected to boost
the monthly freight capacity to 120,000
tonnes from the current 20,000 tonnes

by 2026. This is according to Stanley
Sendegeya, Uganda Railways Corporation’s
FKLHI ÀQDQFLDORIÀFHUZKRWDONHGWRWKLV
magazine.
In respect of the crude oil export, the
)UHQFKRLOPDMRU7RWDO6$LVÀQDQFLQJ
WKHGHYHORSPHQWRI WKH86EQ 86KV
trillion) pipeline from Uganda’s Albertine
graben to Tanzania’s Indian Ocean port at
Tanga.
A legislative assembly and a council of
ministers have been established to address
whatever differences in policy, even if it
cannot completely have them resolved.
Joint policies and legislations have
facilitated governance, security and trade
among the EAC members. Originally
FRPSULVLQJWKUHHFRXQWULHV8JDQGD.HQ\D
and Tanzania, East African Community
members are now six, having co-opted
Rwanda, South Sudan and Burundi.
Ugandan businesspeople directly trade with
South Sudan, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya and
Tanzania, which enhances the movement
of goods and services, entrepreneurship
and sharing best business practices.
“Uganda’s importation of cooking oil
and hodari maize meal among the numerous
manufactured consumer items from Kenya
has been consigned to history Ugandans
manufacture them locally. It is Kenya that
now imports unprocessed maize from
Uganda, to which we need to add value, in
WKHÀUVWSODFH
Ugandans would in the past seek
employment in Kenya, yet the reverse
LVQRZWUXH.HQ\DQVÁRFNKHUHIRU
employment, “Which has come with
knowledge transfer and foreign direct
investment, especially in the hotel industry.”
Ofwono further pointed out, “More than
twenty percent of pupils and university
VWXGHQWVDUHIRUHLJQHUVLQ8JDQGDWKH\
buy our local products, whereas several
of our teachers are in service in Tanzania.
Added to this is the fact that the balance of
payments between Uganda and Kenya is in
Uganda’s favour.”
Singling out EAC single tourist visa,
he noted that it is an initiative that has
facilitated regional cooperation, by
eliminating the bureaucracies otherwise

involved in getting multiple visas. Estimates
indicate that the single visa has opened
doors to more than a billion potential
tourists to Uganda, Kenya and Rwanda
from around the world.
Valid for three months, the US$100 visa is
acquired at the point of entry or from any
of the foreign missions of the participating
countries. The issuing country takes 40
per cent of the proceeds as the other two
FRXQWULHVHDFKUHFHLYHVSHUFHQW
The holder of the single tourist visa is free
to travel to Uganda, Kenya and Rwanda
without additional charges.
Commenting on the non-tariff barriers
to which Uganda products are subjected
when exported to the EAC partner states,
Ofwono thinks it is unfortunate. However,
he reminds Ugandans of the need to
improve on their products for export.
He disagrees with the arguments that
whereas citizens of neighbouring countries
acquire real estate in Uganda, Ugandans are
not legally allowed the same opportunity
elsewhere in the EAC.
Ofwono reasons, “Land in Uganda is cheap
XQOLNHLQ.HQ\DDQG7DQ]DQLDZK\ZRXOG
you buy expensive land abroad? Local
investment is more sensible, considering
the cost of the factors of production which
are domestically more cost-effective.”
Opondo also cites the construction of
trunk roads, laying of internet cables and
construction of high-voltage electricity
voltage lines from Uganda to South
Sudan, Kenya, Rwanda and DR Congo
as a compelling example of regional
cooperation.
Due to the existing regional cooperation,
EAC member states budget largely
focussing on infrastructure, ICT, health and
education are presented at the same time, a
demonstration of regional harmony.
Nonetheless, Ofwono says, “We need
to set up specialized centres for skilling
and certifying the cadres to serve in the
region. For example, member states need
to contribute towards the establishment
of East African Aviation School for pilots
and aviation technicians, according to an
agreement they signed.”
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We are retiring Gen Nalweyiso

1

According to Col. Johnson Katongole, the guerrillas worked as
a team throughout the NRM struggle, without any segregation
along tribal lines. They exhibited discipline of the highest
order, “When one returned to base, even with sugarcane, they
would be punished for having inconvenienced the people.”

By Wandera W’Ouma in Bireembo, Kakumiro

U

ganda People’s Defense Forces
83') VHQLRURIÀFHUV·
advice to the youth is to take
advantage of the National
Resistance Army (NRA) revolution
and build peace and development for
themselves.
Resistance war veteran, General Proscovia
Nalweyiso advice is against the background
of the emergence of Hon. Robert
Kyagulanyi aka Bobi Wine, as a force in
Uganda’s politics.
A few months ago, the Kyadondo East
Member of Parliament declared his resolve
to contest against veteran President Yoweri
Museveni, the 75-year-old General and
Commander in Chief of Uganda armed
forces.
Nalweyiso assured the youth that they,
“Need neither worry, nor be swayed by
the youthful MP’s promises. Most of us

the veterans are on our way out to leave
space for you to engage in nation-building
ventures--I am retiring in 2021,” the
GHFRUDWHGRIÀFHUVDLGLQWKHFRXUVHRI WKH
Galamba - Birembo trek.
This is one of the events, in part organized
to commemorate the National Resistance
Army (NRA) war effort that started on
February 6, 1981.
A teacher before joining the insurgency,
she is still mesmerized by her Commander
in chief, President Yoweri Museveni, on
account of his ‘amazing’ physical stamina,
resilience, perseverance, capacity and
clarity of vision to accomplish his work,
notwithstanding his age.
6HYHUDOVHQLRURIÀFHUVQDUUDWHGWKH
challenges that the war presented and
cautioned the youth against the tendencies
to breach peace. Gen. Elly Tumwine
referred to the youth as an asset that needs
to prioritize good politics.

“I would always return with information on the army,
say their location like when they were at Kalege, a
trading center after Busunju towards Bukomero where
Gen Ely Tumwine lost his eye. On one occasion, the
soldiers flogged me six times for not having a graduated
tax ticket on me.”
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1. The government of Belgium has donated
€16m to Uganda to facilitate vocational
training and assist in developing new
modalities for training delivery.
 372IRXLYWMEWXW8LI'E^YOYPYLEZI
sworn by themselves to opponents out
SJXLIMVWTLIVISJMRǼYIRGI

Capt. Waswa Sserunjogi, also known as
‘Waswa Balikalege’ said he was nick-named
‘balikalege’ for his acumen for snooping on
the government troops, Uganda National
Liberation Army (UNLA).
“I would always return with information
on the army, say their location like when
they were at Kalege, a trading center
after Busunju towards Bukomero where
Gen Elly Tumwine lost his eye. On one
RFFDVLRQWKHVROGLHUVÁRJJHGPHVL[WLPHV
for not having a graduated tax ticket on
me.”
Col. Johnson Katongole said the guerrillas
always worked as a team throughout the
NRM struggle, without segregation along
tribal lines. They exhibited discipline of the

2
highest order, “When one returned to base,
even with sugarcane, they would be punished
for having inconvenienced the people.”
The chairman of Uganda Veterans
Association, Hajji Dirisa Ssedunga said
Museveni started the armed struggle in 1971
against Idi Amin and continued training for
the armed struggle, “Parliament has recently
amended the constitution and we cannot
FKDQJHRXUFDSWDLQZLWK*RG·JXLGDQFHZH
shall win the forthcoming elections.”
The Deputy Government Spokesperson at
Uganda Media Centre, Shaban Bantariza,
said, “Those who are saying that the NRM
should get out of power are like telling me to
remove my Kaunda suit and give it to you.”
2020 | Liberation Magazine
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President Museveni
accompanied by
some of the directors
of SR Afro Chicks
and Breeders inpect
the eggs at the
farm shortly after
commissioning one
of the largest poutry
breeders in Uganda
based in Luwero on
Friday. PPU Photo
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